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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

This Historic Structure Report for the Wells-Brown house was
developed and produced by graduate students and professors
of the Georgia State University Heritage Preservation Program.
This report will provide information on the historical,
architectural, and structural elements of the house; as well as
recommendations for repair and maintenance practices. The
goal of this project is to provide the Stone Mountain Historic
Society with a comprehensive preservation plan that will assist
in the proper stewardship of this historic resource.
A thorough Historic Structure Report (HSR) requires
extensive investigation of both the historical and physical
evidence of a structure. For the Wells-Brown house, the
historical research teams looked for evidence at the National
and Georgia Archives, Dekalb Historic Society, Dekalb
courthouse, conducted oral interviews, searched manufacturer’s catalogs, and internet websites. Deed records, tax records,
and military records were also included in this search. The
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Figure 1: East facade entrance and front porch of the Wells-Brown House.

physical structure team looked for evidence

recommended repairs and future mainte-

at the house during numerous site visits

nance schedules. In addition, a report on

that also included archeological investigations

possible life safety code compliance issues

on the property. Geographic surveys, similar

with both required and recommended

construction methodology analysis, and

corrections is included.

Sanborn maps were also used to form
opinions regarding the building construction

An important part of an HSR is the determi-

and addition dates.

nation of the most appropriate preservation
methodology for the structure. This

14

The entire project team assessed the current

determination is based on the existing

structural conditions of the exterior and

condition of the structure and the future use

interior of the house. Every element was

as defined by the owners. Preservation,

photographed, measured, and catalogued.

restoration, and rehabilitation are the three

The existing conditions are enumerated with

preservation approaches or philosophies used

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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by professionals when determining a repair

occupied as it could require that modern

and maintenance plan for an historic struc-

conveniences such as running water and

ture. Preservation stabilizes a structure but

indoor plumbing be removed. The most

essentially freezes it in time as a standing

common methodology employed by preser-

record of the original structure and the

vationists is rehabilitation which returns the

changes made through the years. This

building to a state of utility for contemporary

method is most often used for interpretive

use while preserving as much of the original

structures such as museum houses. Restora-

historic materials as possible. This allows the

tion also stabilizes the building, but “restores”

property to retain its historic character

the structure to its original period of signifi-

without forsaking modern conveniences.

cance. It also calls for the removal of any
changes that were not made during the

The project team has determined that the

period of significance. This method is rarely

Wells-Brown house should be repaired and

used for structures that are currently

maintained through rehabilitation using

Figure 2: Second floor porch on the east facade of the Wells-Brown House looking south.
WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation. These standards for the
preservation of historic structures can be
found in the Secretary of the Interior
Standards for Rehabilitation. This document
along with copies of Preservation Briefs
published by the National Park Service are
included in the Appendix. The applicable

Wells-Brown
Historic Structure
Report Summary
DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY
This section provides the historical background of the Wells Family, the house, and
the families that owned the house until its

Georgia Codes are also included, as well as

donation to the Stone Mountain Historical

numerous other documents that should be

Society. The context of the house and Stone

utilized to preserve and maintain the

Mountain is also discussed. The chronology

Wells-Brown house.

of the development of the structure and

The project team includes graduate students
Emilie Arnold, Frances Bowden, Neil Bowen,
Regina Brewer, Stephanie Cherry, Serena
Frissell, Cherith Marshall, Nicole Mullen,

surrounding landscape includes an analysis of
the construction timeline for the original
house and each subsequent addition with evidence provided to support each hypothesis.

Matt Tankersley, and Melina Vasquez. The
professors are Richard Laub, Director of the

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Heritage Preservation Program and Laura

This section details the architectural analysis

Drummond, preservation consultant. All the

which includes type, style, and materials of

photographs compiled for this document

the house. It also discusses the construction

were taken by members of this team.

methodology, timeline, and site plan

The team would like to thank Kathryn Wright

narrative. Additionally, the exterior current

and the Stone Mountain Historic Society,

conditions assessment of the roof, walls,

Mary Beth Reed, President of New South

foundation, and fenestration, and any decay

Associates, and Paul Graham of the Dekalb

or deterioration is noted. Interior current

Historical Society for their contributions to

conditions assessment of the ceilings, walls,

this project. In addition, the team would also

windows, doors, floors, and decorative

like to thank Mrs. Dixie Wilson, and any

elements are also documented and any decay

others, who through oral interviews, provided

or deterioration is noted.

their own personal memories of the
Wells-Brown House.
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TREATMENTS AND MAINTENANCE
RECOMMENDATIONS
This section provides
recommended treatments for any
areas of decay or deterioration. A
future maintenance plan will also
be included that will detail annual,
seasonal, and reoccurring
maintenance tasks.

BUILDING CODE ANALYSIS
This provides an overview of the
current use and code requirements
for the house. There is an analysis
of possible code deficiencies and
recommended corrections as
applied to future uses including
special events facility rental,
second floor museum, and
office space for the non-profit
organization.

Figure 3: Porch on the east facade of the Wells-Brown House looking

south.

APPENDIX
This includes the bibliography, floor plans
with photo keys, photos of the exterior and
interior, relevant maps, copies of research,
copies of historic documents, copies of
applicable life safety codes, and important
preservation reference and resource guides
that should be used to implement the
recommended treatments.

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Part 1: Developmental History

DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY

Historical Background
and Context

THE CITY OF STONE MOUNTAIN
The Creek Indians occupied the area of present DeKalb
County before 1821, and they may have used the massive
granite outcropping known as Stone Mountain during
ceremonial gatherings. In 1821, the Creek Indians met Colonel
Marinus Willet at the top of Stone Mountain to negotiate the
cession of Creek territory. The Creeks further negotiated with
President George Washington1. This latter meeting led to
the cession of all Creek land between the Oconee and
Chattahoochee Rivers, to the State of Georgia (see figure 1.1).
The area was surveyed and sectioned into five huge counties,
DeKalb County was created from the land cessions in 1823,
it originally included land along the Chattahoochee River that
later became Fulton County. DeKalb County was named to
honor Baron Johann de Kalb, a German-born Major General,
who died “fighting for the rights of man”2 during the
revolutionary war.

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 1.1: Early’s 1818 Map of the State of Georgia, showing towns of the Creek Confederacy,
Standing Peachtree (Atlanta area) and Rock Mountain (Dekalb Historical Society).
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By 1825, the mountain already served as a

and William Meador became the second

popular tourist attraction. A village was

postmaster. Andrew Johnson, one of the area’s

established at the base of the mountain, at a

first settlers, built a hotel at the crossroad in

crossroads for stagecoach travel. An east–west

1936. He later served as postmaster from 1839

stagecoach line ran to between what was then

to 1846.3 Two events in 1838 indicate the

called New Gibraltar and Milledgeville, by

town’s growth and popularity as a tourist

way of Madison and Eatonton. Another line

attraction. Aaron Cloud erected a 165-foot

extended northwest from New Gibraltar to

observation tower at the mountain’s summit,

Athens, Tennessee. The vicinity’s first post

later referred to as Cloud’s Folley (see figure

office, named Rock Mountain, was estab-

1.2) and the community’s first school. The

lished in 1834 on the old Augusta Road.

Stone Mountain Academy, was incorporated

William Cochran served as its first postmaster

in December 1838. 4 In 1839, the village of

until 1836. That year the post office was

New Gibraltar was incorporated as a town

disbanded; a new post office was then estab-

under an Act of the General Assembly. The

lished under the name of Stone Mountain,

first commissioners of the newly formed

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 1.2: Early Engraving of
Rock Mountain from Graham
Magazine. (1845 Stone Mountain Memorial Association,
www.stonemountainpark.org).

town of New Gibratar were Andrew Johnson,

Johnson’s house. In 1845 the railroad

Isaiah Parker, Silas Pool, William Beauchamp

extending eastward from Augusta to the

and Drury Lee.5

Chattahoochee River, was laid en route

Early settlers of DeKalb County were mostly
farmers, and the availability of fertile lands in
large tracts attracted them in increasing numbers. Elisha Wells from North Carolina, and
John Hardman and Seaborn Cochran from
South Carolina all brought their families to
the vicinity. They were recorded as neighbors
by the 1850 U. S. census.6 In 1843, there were
two hotels that served New Gibraltar, and the
town boundaries were expanded to 600 yards
in all directions from Commissioner Andrew

through New Gibraltar. Signaling the dawn
of a new era, the citizens of New Gibraltar
elected to change the town’s name. The
community assumed the name of its post
office, Stone Mountain (see figure 1.3).7 In
1846, economic opportunity was recognized
in Stone Mountain’s rapid growth John W.
Graves, a planter from Newton County, and
Mark A. Cooper, an iron products manufacturer from Cass County. They wished to
merge and promote their interests, but initially had difficulty with marketing the idea.
They brought the Southern Central Agricul-

Figure 1.3:
Lithograph
of Stone
Mountain
ca. 1849
(Courtesy
of Atlanta
History
Center).

tural Association Fair to Stone Mountain,
where it was held for four consecutive years
between 1846 and 1849. The fair moved to
Atlanta in 1850, and then to Macon in 1851.8
In 1849, Stone Mountain was described by
the Reverend George White as a thriving

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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place with four hotels, eight stores, several

Following the end of hostilities, Stone

mechanics, and a population of 300 people.

Mountain was quickly on the road to

In addition to the railroad, a stagecoach from

economic recovery. The railroads were

Gainesville came to Stone Mountain thrice

repaired, and new businesses were established

weekly. Thousands of people visited the town

in 1866. While the quarrying of the moun-

and took pleasure walks to the summit of

tain’s granite for market was conducted on a

Stone Mountain during the summer months.

limited scale as early as the 1840s, the indus-

White also mentioned the mountain as an

try, supported by the presence of the railroad,

economic resource.9

was more firmly established beginning in
1867 when the Venable Brothers purchased

Beginning in the 1840s, the area that became

most of the mountain proper, and Stone

the city of Atlanta grew faster than any other

Mountain granite was shipped for use in the

in the county. Fulton County was created in

Panama Canal, and many courthouses, mon-

1853, with Atlanta as its seat of government,

uments, and grave markers. By 1880, Stone

from DeKalb County’s western section. In

Mountain was home to 750 residents. During

1861, patriotism and sense of duty motivated

this time, a recently freed black population

many young men and boys to leave farms

established the community of Shermantown

across the country to fight in the Civil War.
In July 1864, while the main body of the
Union army was making its way toward
Atlanta, Federal cavalry was charged with the
destruction of the railroad in Decatur and
Stone Mountain. This was the first of several
raids on the town by Union troops prior to
Union General William Tecumseh Sherman’s

24

south of town. The Stone Mountain community then boasted two academies, one common school, three churches, a saw-mill, and a
seam-powered cotton gin. Also by 1880,
the vicinity produced 4,000 bales of cotton
annually, and granite was its other principle
export.11 A new judicial circuit for the Stone
mountain area was established in 1885, and
in that same year an unsuccessful case was

March to the Sea.10 The town suffered heavily

made for the county seat to be relocated from

near the end of the War. Its railroad tracks

Decatur to Stone Mountain. Stone Mountain

were destroyed and several houses were

was more centrally located than Decatur,

burned. Many men who left their farms in

since Fulton County was created in 1853, and

1861 and 1862 never returned to Stone

it was a “thriving, pushing business place” full

Mountain.

of vim and vigor, it was a trading place, and

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 1.4: Stone Mountain Memorial (www.wikepedia.com).

the building material for a new county

park to the Stone Mountain Confederate

courthouse lay at its very door. The debate

Memorial, Inc.14 The election of Hoke Smith

carried on until a legal measure was defeated

as Governor of Georgia (1906), on a platform

in the General Assembly in 1897.12

that included the segregation of black and

In 1912 the first proposal was made to carve a

whites citizens and a constitutional denial of

Confederate Memorial into the side of Stone

black citizens’ right to vote, the release of D.

Mountain. In 1923, the first drill was set to

W. Griffith’s Birth of A Nation (1915), and

work on the memorial, and by January 1924 a

the lynching of Leo Frank (1915) are indica-

portion of it depicting the head of Robert E.

tive of the social climate in the South at the

Lee was unveiled. The following year the

turn of the 20th century. Stone Mountain is

project was halted and remained on hold

inexorably tied to this period in the history

until after World War II.13 In 1941, came an

of Georgia. On November 25, 1915, the

idea for the state to purchase land around the

resurrection of the Ku Klux Klan was con-

mountain for the establishment of a state

summated in a ceremony held at its summit.

park. This was made reality in 1956 when the

Work on the Stone Mountain Memorial

venerable family donated 23,000 acres for the

resumed in 1964, it was unveiled in 1970, and
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was completed in 1972 (see figure 1.4). Klan

$1,800 worth of real estate, a substantial sum

activity continued on Venable property near

relative to his neighbors.19 Willis’ household

the mountain throughout the middle 1970s,

included his wife Drucilla D. (38), his father

at which time the state condemned its own

Elisha (79), and his daughter and six sons.

land to erase perpetual easement granted for

Miles and William Henry were also listed as

the group. With the easement removed the

farmers. His household was listed as number

state established the present park. 15

13 in the U. S. Census for that year, and his
neighbors included the John and Polly

THE GEORGE RILEY WELLS FAMILY

(Cochran) Hardman family (household

Willis Lea Wells was born in Caswell County,

number 16), and the Seaborn and Clara

North Carolina in 1805, the son of Elisha and

Cockran (sic.) family (household number

Elizabeth Marsh Wells. Elisha moved with his

22). John Hardman was then a 67-year old

family to Spartanburg, South Carolina by

farmer from South Carolina who owned

1810. Willis married Drucilla Sexton on Janu-

$1,200 worth of real estate. The Hardman’s

ary 8, 1829 in Spartanburg, South Carolina.

family included Frances (21), Mary (18),

The young couple moved with the entire

Martha (15), and Jane (10). Seaborn Cochran

Wells family to the Stone Mountain vicinity

was a 47-year old farmer living with his wife

by the time of the birth of their first child,

Clara, and their 17-year son was named

16

Elizabeth Aurilia, in 1830.

Elisha and Willis

Augustus.20

L. Wells both settled on the Stone MountainNorcross Road (present Mountain Industrial
Boulevard), three miles west of Stone Mountain, Georgia. Willis and Drucilla subsequently had six more children, all boys. Miles
Marion was born in 1832, Williard Simpson
in 1834, William Henry in 1835, George Riley
in 1838, Willis Virgil in 1841, and James Alvin
in 1847.17 By the time of his death in 1887,
Willis L. Wells was a resident of the area for
more than 50 years.18

The 1860 census recorded Willis, a 54 yearold farmer with modest, but relatively
substantial, holdings of $3,800 worth of real
estate, and $800 worth of personal property.
Living in his household in 1860 were his wife
Drucilla (48), and three of their children, W.
H. (25), Willis V. (19), and James A. (13).
Elizabeth Aurilia Wells was married to neighbor Augustus L. Cochran, and they had two
boys aged five and three months.21 George
Riley Wells was not found elsewhere in the

26

In 1850, the U. S. Census recorded Willis

1860 census, and it is unknown where he

Wells as a 44-year old farmer who owned

made his residence at the time of the war.
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Figure 1.5: Battle of Sharpsburg (Antietam Creek), Maryland, September 17, 1862.
Currier & Ives, New York.

Ms. Mildred Aurilia Finch, family historian

In 1861, all six Wells boys and a son-in-law,

and a granddaughter of James Alvin Wells,

Augustus L. Cochran, left Stone Mountain in

stated that George Riley, who was 22 in 1860,

the pervasive storm of patriotism, to fight in

was a teacher and a merchant in Stone Moun-

the Civil War. George Riley Wells and his

tain both before and after the war.22 In 1860,

next oldest brother, Willis Virgil Wells, joined

John Hardman was recorded as a 67-year old

Company D (McCullough Rifles), 38th Geor-

farmer holding $1,800 worth of real estate

gia Infantry Regiment. George R. Wells served

and $58,000 worth of personal property. In

as 2nd Lieutenant of the regiment, which was

1860, personal property included slaves, and

temporarily assigned to defend the Georgia

John Hardman is listed as owning two slaves

coast. In 1862, the 38th was attached to John

in 1850, and six slaves in 1860. This does not,

B. Gordon’s Georgia Brigade of General Jubal

however, account for the large amount of

A. Early’s Corps, Army of Northern Virginia.

personal property he owned. Willis L. Wells

George Wells fought in the great battles at

was not listed as a slaveholder in either 1850

Antietam and at Gettysburg, and was wound-

or 1860.23

ed in the battles at Second Manassas and at
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corresponded often, and George Riley
encouraged his brother to write in shorthand.
They used the Isaac Pittman system, which
was published in England in 1837, to save
paper, to keep their correspondence private,
and as mental exercise. Ms. Mildred Finch
translated the surviving letters, and though
no letters from George were transcribed, the
letters offer insight into the life of George
Riley Wells. The first letter, dated June 15,
1861 indicates that George was at the
regiment while Virgil remained at school at
Figure 1.6: Eastern Theatre operations, 1864.
(www.wikipeida.com).

Rock Bridge, Georgia. Virgil was in hospital
at Liberty, Virginia in December 1862, and on

Spotsylvania Courthouse (see figure 1.5). In

furlough at home in February 1863. At the

1864, General Early’s corps made a desperate

latter date, Virgil suggested that George was

advance on Washington, D. C. (see figure 1.6).

in communication with General Lee about

Early was checked short of Washington, at

extending Virgil’s furlough. On February 18,

Fort Stephens, and fought a running retreat

1863, Virgil apologized for not keeping up

through the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

with the code writing and expressed his wish

George Riley Wells was captured during

that George’s “little German” (George’s future

Early’s retreat, at the Battle of Fisher’s Hill on

wife Jane Hardman) couldn’t write it, “then

September 22, 1864. He was imprisoned at

you might see some fun.”25

Fort Delaware until his release on July 17,
1865. George Riley Wells returned home to
learn that only he and brother James Alvin
Wells had survived the war to return to Stone
Mountain. 24

In 1866, upon their return from the war, both
surviving Wells brothers married. George
Riley married Elizabeth Jane Hardman
(1840–1905) in April, and six months later, in
October, James Alvin married Mary Jane

28

George Riley Wells was close to his brother

Thompson. Ms. Finch stated that both

Willis, and while Willis was convalescing

George and James established homes in Stone

or on furlough, George appears to have

Mountain immediately following the war,

remained with the regiment. The two

George located at the present Wells-Brown
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House site on what is now Ridge Avenue (see
figure 1.7) and James settled on present East
Mountain Street. James later relocated to the
Tucker, where he was instrumental in the
establishment of the First Baptist Church
there.26
George and Elizabeth had four children. John
Virgil was born in 1870, James Riley in 1872,
Mary Elizabeth in 1875, and Samuel Frank in
1880. John Virgil died at the age of 18 in

Figure 1.7: View of East front facade, WellsBrown House, 1036 Ridge Avenue.

1888, and Samuel Frank died at the age of 19
in 1899. Mary Elizabeth never married, and

employed a domestic servant within five years

the Wells-Brown house was her home until

of the end of the war, suggests that George

her death in 1961. Dr. James Riley Wells

Riley Wells’ was not poor, and that his

married Henrietta McClendon of Clarkston

enterprising spirit survived the war.28

in the early 1900s. Martha Jane, the only child
of James and Henrietta, was born on March 5,
1905. Henrietta McClendon Wells died of tuberculosis in 1908. Dr. James Wells also remained at the Wells-Brown house until his
death, in 1945.27

The 1880 U. S. census recorded George R. as a
dry goods merchant. His family included his
wife Elizabeth, and their four children, John
Virgil (10), James Riley (8), Mary Elizabeth
(6), and Samuel Frank (2 months old).29 The
1890 U. S. census for the state of Georgia is

The 1870 U. S. census listed George R. Wells

destroyed, but in 1900, George R. Wells (61)

as a dry goods and grocery merchant. He then

was listed as a landlord, and he was then mar-

owned $1,200 worth of real estate and $250

ried to Elizabeth (60) for 34 years. Two sons,

worth of personal property. George and

John Virgil and Samuel Frank, were deceased

Elizabeth had a four month-old son, John

by 1900. Both James Riley, a practicing

Virgil. Keith (sic.) Hester, a 21 year-old white,

physician, and Mary Elizabeth remained

female, domestic servant, also lived with the

unmarried; both remained in the household

family in 1870. The assessment of George R.

in 1900. Additionally, Ms. Fannie S. Robinson,

Wells’ holdings in 1870 is very modest, but

Elizabeth’s older sister, who was 71, lived with

the fact that he married, had a child, and

the family in 1900.30
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George R. Wells being listed as a landlord
suggests that he was retired from the
mercantile business by 1900. Ms. Finch’s
biography of George Riley Wells stated that
he retired in 1902. Her biography further
stated that George R. Wells served as postmaster in Stone Mountain from 1881 to 1901,
and that while he served in that capacity he
worked with other postmasters to establish
Sunday Schools in the developing Western
states. After retirement from business, George
Wells “continued busy around his home and
other pieces of property he owned, and never
seemed to grow weary of work.”31
By 1910 George R. Wells was 71 and widowed.
Elizabeth Jane Hardman died on April 18,

Figure 1.7: Martha Jane Wells, 1911 photo on the
porch of the Wells-Brown House. (Aurelia Austin
Collection at DeKalb Historical Society).

1905, a little over a month after her first

30

granddaughter was born. The census of

George Riley Wells passed away on January 5,

1910 then listed George’s occupation as a car-

1919. A map of Stone Mountain produced in

penter, building houses. Mary Elizabeth (35)

1917 shows that, in addition to the lot of land

remained unmarried. James Riley (37) was

on which his house was built, George Riley

also widowed by 1910; Henrietta McClendon

Wells and/or his son, James, owned 16 other

died in 1980 of Tuberculosis. James R. Wells

properties in and around the town of Stone

was listed as regular physician. The fourth

Mountain. (see figure 1.8).33 George Riley

member of the Wells household in 1910 was

Wells served as Deacon and Sunday School

Martha Jane (5), the daughter of James Riley

Superintendent for the Stone Mountain Bap-

and Henrietta Wells (see figure 1.7). George

tist Church for over 50 years, ran a mercantile

Wells apparently never did grow weary of

business, and served as postmaster. He was

work. His listing as a 71 year-old builder of

generally known as a “philanthropist, eager to

houses suggests physical and mental health,

minister to the sick, help the poor and the

and that he retained his trademark entrepre-

needy”, and at the time of his death, he was

neurial spirit, even to his declining years.32

“the richest man in Stone Mountain.” 34
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Figure 8: C.S. Mercer 1917 Map of Stone
Mountain that highlights George Riley Wells’
properties. (DeKalb Historical Society).
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The 1920 U. S. census listed Dr. James Riley

church and community, and he also served

Wells (47), a general practitioner, as head of

the community as postmaster. By the time

household. Mary Elizabeth Wells (44)

of his death, George Wells parlayed entrepre-

remained unmarried, and Martha Jane was

neurial spirit, and economic opportunity,

then 14 years old. The 1930 U. S. census

into financial and social prominence. In 1917,

listed only James (56) and Mary (54) living in

he presided over a large estate, including a

the Wells-Brown house. Their neighbors were

substantial home valued at $10,000 by the

Robert Herring, a 24-year old telephone

1930 U. S. census, and he owned substantial

company engineer and his wife Martha Jane

other real estate property in and around

(Wells) Herring. The Herrings were married

Stone Mountain.

less than one year in 1930, and had no
children. Robert and Martha rented the house
next door to her father and aunt.

as home to George’s children following his
death in 1919. The Last Will and Testament of

George R. Wells was among the earliest, most

Dr. James Riley Wells (see figure 1.9), filed on

prominent, and richest citizens of the Stone

May 24, 1933, named the Trust Company of

Mountain community. He rejected farming,

Georgia as the executor of his estate, and he

and pursued industry and business as a way

left instructions for the bank to hold,

of life. He served, throughout the Civil War,

invest, reinvest, and manage the estate’s many

as 2nd Lieutenant of the 38th Georgia

assets. Dr. Wells willed his estate, in equal

Infantry Regiment. Following the war, George

parts, to his sister Mary Elizabeth Wells, and

R. Wells married Elizabeth Jane Hardman,

to his daughter Martha Jane Wells Herring. If

and they established a home and a family.

either Mary or Martha were deceased at the

George Wells was an active member of his

time of Dr. Wells’ death, the entire estate was

Figure 1.9: Dr. James Riley Wells
circa 1925. (Historic Stone
Mountain Village-Publication at the
Historic Preservation Division).
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The Wells-Brown House continued to serve
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to be inherited by the survivor. If both Mary

estate from legal challenge, and the descrip-

and Martha were deceased, one-third of the

tion of these properties correspond closely

estate was to be given to Scottish Rite Hospi-

with the parcels depicted as owned, but never

tal for Crippled Children and the Eggleston

recorded, by George Riley Wells on the 1917

Memorial Hospital, and the remaining two-

land ownership map of Stone Mountain,

thirds was to be inherited by any remaining

Georgia.

legal heirs. Dr. Wells’ estate included household and kitchen furniture, silver, silverware,

Mary Elizabeth Wells named her niece,

books, pictures, jewelry, and “any automobiles

Martha Jane Herring, as “executrix” of her

that I may own at the time of my death.”

estate, and Robert L. Herring and Fulton

Semi-annual reports were to be made by the

National bank were named as alternate execu-

bank to Mary and Martha, and Dr. Wells

tors. To her niece (Martha Jane Herring),

asked that Mary select a proper headstone for

Mary E. Wells left one silver cup and tray,

his grave. No specific reference was made to

stock in All American Telephone Company,

the Wells home place or to other individual

U. S. war bonds, and all other household

properties.35 Dr. James Riley Wells died in

items except a figurine collection, Lycett

1945.

china, a piano, other silverware and books.

The Last Will and Testament of Mary Elizabeth Wells, filed on June 21, 1952, provided
deed references to 12 separate parcels of land
that she then owned.36 On October 6, 1938,
Dr. James Riley Wells sold the 12 parcels of
property, including the house lot, to his sister
as a “division in kind of the George Riley
Wells estate.” All these transactions were
consummated for “$10.00 and other valuable
considerations”, a formality to make the
transactions legally binding.37 Mary submitted all the deeds for official recording on May

Mary E. willed these excepted items, all her
diamonds, and two watches to Martha Jane’s
daughter, Mary Henrietta Herring. Additionally, Martha Jane Herring was to inherit nine
pieces of property including the Wells-Brown
House lot. Mary E. Wells left three other
pieces of property (two houses and a store) in
Stone Mountain to Martha Jane’s husband,
Robert Lee Herring. If Martha Jane, Robert L.
Herring, and their heirs were all deceased, the
estate was willed to the Henrietta Eggleston
Hospital.38 Mary Elizabeth Wells died in 1961.

29, 1952, roughly one month before the

The Wells-Brown house stands today as a

recording of her Last Will and Testament.

tangible legacy of the entrepreneurial spirit

The deeds were likely recorded to protect the

and social position of George Riley Wells, and
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Figure 1.10: George Riley Wells headstone at
Stone Mountain Cemetery, Stone Mountain,
Georgia.

Figure 1.11: The George Riley Wells Family at
Stone Mountain Cemetery, Stone Mountain,
Georgia.

of his descendants. By the time of the death

THE WELLS-BROWN HOUSE CHAIN OF
OWNERSHIP

of Mary Elizabeth Wells in 1961, the Wells-

Mr. Joe W. Dalton, the fifth owner of the

Brown house was home to the George Riley

Wells-Brown House, stated that the property

Wells family for almost a full century. The

was purchased by Andrew Johnson, as a gift

George Riley Wells family’s prominence in the

to his wife in 1851. Mr. Dalton further stated

community is reflected in the location of his

that George Riley Wells purchased the prop-

house and of his family’s plot in the Stone

erty in 1863,39 but no record was found to

Mountain Cemetery (Figures 1.10 -1.11).

either confirm or refute the assertions of Mr.

Both occupy coveted ground at the crest of a

Dalton. George Riley Wells was a very wealthy

rise, overlooking the mountain, the town, and

man at the time of his death in January 1919,

their peers. Mary Elizabeth Wells willed the

and he owned several lots of land in addition

parcel on which her father built his house as a

to the Wells-Brown House site. However, no

“special bequest on the condition that said

record of his will was found on file at the

home place shall be kept intact as long as

DeKalb County courthouse in Decatur,

possible.” Mary E. Wells also requested

Georgia. Other records suggest that owner-

that the family cemetery lot be “improved,

ship of the property fell to George’s son, Dr.

repaired, and beautified in the same manner

James Riley Wells in 1919, and to his daugh-

as I have done over the past years.”

ter, Mary E. Wells in 1938.
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Oral history indicates that Martha Jane Wells

time Stokes Brown of the State of Tennessee,

Herring inherited the Wells-Brown House

presumably an heir to Josephine Brown

property upon the death of her aunt, and that

Cervantes sold the property to the Stone

she sold the Wells family home place in 1862,

Mountain Historic Society, Inc. for $10.00

but no deed was located regarding that trans-

and other valuable considerations. The

action. On May 1, 1963, Harvie J. Ewing, Jr.

transaction included the same physical

sold the Wells-Brown House property to Joe

description found in previous deeds, and Mr.

W. Dalton. The transaction was completed for

Brown cited it as a “charitable and historic

$10.00 and other valuable considerations, and

preservation gift.”43

the subject lot was described as “improved
property with an eight-room dwelling
thereon known as 1036 Ridge Avenue, Stone
Mountain, Georgia. The property was
formerly owned by Janie Wells Herring and
was owned and occupied by Miss Mary Wells
40

A History of Concrete House Construction
Two articles published in consecutive editions
of Civil Engineer and Architect’s Journal, in
1852, detailed the innovative construction of
two houses on the Isle of Wright, England.
The first article indicated that the houses

and Dr. Jim Wells.” The purchase amount

were constructed entirely of “Medina

suggests that the Ewing and Dalton were

Cement.” This cement was one part a mixture

related in some way, but it is unknown if they

of clay and lime, and six parts small gravel

were related in any way to the Wells family.

aggregate. The walls, the chimneys, and even
the arches of the houses were “carried up” by

Joe W. Dalton owned the Wells-Brown House

stacking boards vertically and filling in

property from 1963 until he sold it to Ernesto

concrete between 12 and 14 inches thick (see

and Josephine Brown Cervantes on April 13,

figure 1.13). The mixture hardened quickly,

1977. The Cervantes’ paid $25,000 for the im-

allowing the boards to be shifted upwards

proved lot, and the property description was

within three or four hours. The result was

identical to Joe W. Dalton’s 1963 deed.41 On

comparable to the best examples of Roman

October 31, 1979, Ernesto Cervantes trans-

cement. The first article also mentioned a

ferred ownership of the property to his wife,

sea-wall on the Isle of Wright that was entire-

Josephine. No money changed hands during

ly made of this Medina composition in 1851.

the transaction, and love and affection was

That sea-break had faced the elements for a

cited as its motivation.42 The next

full year at the time of the 1852 article. It and

transaction found regarding the Wells-Brown

the houses described in the article still stand

House property transpired in 2005. At that

today.44
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Concrete houses are not common in Georgia,
but several examples do survive in Atlanta
and Stone Mountain. The Jeremiah S. Gilbert
house, located on Perkerson Road in present
southwest Atlanta, was built with the Medina,
or a similar vernacular concrete method of
construction. Gilbert was from a prominent
Atlanta family, and following his service in
the Civil War he, like George Riley Wells,
married and built his house in 1866. The National Register of Historic Places nomination
Figure 1.13: Method of concrete house
construction used in the Gilbert house, WellsBrown house and James Alvin Wells house.
(National Register Nomination for Gilbert
house, 1978 – The Historic Preservation
Division).

indicates that a process similar to that used

The second article was a correction and an

made a form into which with “concrete” was

elaboration of the first article. It mentioned

poured. The concrete used to construct the

the local availability of excellent gravel, which

Gilbert House was produced from a mixture

was rendered free of dirt to allow the maxi-

of local clay and sand, mixed with lime. Field-

mum adhesion of materials. The article stated

stones from the surrounding area were used as

that “many medical and scientific men”

aggregate to fill the form and shape the walls.

witnessed the construction and that they

Impressions left by the boards are yet clearly

gave the unanimous opinion that the method

visible on that structure (see figure 1.14).

form for the Gilbert house, written in 1978,46
on the Isle of Wright in 1852 was employed to
build the Gilbert house. Three vertical boards

would “be more durable and impervious to

36

wet than ordinary buildings.” Though the

Three examples of concrete house construc-

Medina process was little known in 1852, a

tion survive in Stone Mountain, Georgia.

similar method was already used in construc-

They include the Wells-Brown House, the

tion of buildings in Dover, Alderney, and

James A. Wells house (at 5425 East Mountain

Sandtown Bay in the Isle of Wright. Finally,

Street), and the Johnson House, which now is

a society was being formed to build many

home to the Sycamore Grill. George R. and

houses of the type, but the authors of the

James A. Wells built the first two structures

article had doubts about the eventual success

upon their return from the Civil War in 1866.

of a concrete house society.45

The James A. Wells House was never painted,
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surrounding the Wells house. Of these 19
houses, six were properties that were rented
for between $6.00 and $25.00. The remaining
13 structures were occupied by their owners,
and were valued at between $1,500 and
$10,000. Of the 12 houses surrounding the
Wells-Brown house in 1930, one was valued
at $6,000, one at $5,000, and several were
valued at around $4,000. The average value of
the 12 owner-occupied homes $3,015.38.
Some of the surrounding structures were
likely larger than the Wells-Brown house, but
the house’s value was considerably more that
Figure 1.14: Gilbert house, Perkerson Road,
Atlanta, Georgia. View of impressions of form
boards on concrete wall.

all other surrounding structures, and it was
more than double the value of all but one of
the other wood structures.47

and consequently some of the thin exterior
finish coating has fallen from the building.
An exposed section on the north front of that
structure reveals two different colors of
mortar, which represent separate levels of
construction as the house was “carried up”
(see figure 1.15). The Johnson House
(Sycamore Grill) is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.
In 1930 the Wells-Brown house was the most
valuable example within a wealthy section of
Stone Mountain. The single page of the U. S.
census record of 1930 that listed the WellsBrown house provides a cross section of the
house’s context in 1930. The one page of
the 1930 census recorded 19 structures

Figure 1.15: North front facade of James Alvin
House showing exposed layered concrete
construction.
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The nomination for the Gilbert house
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of construction was a reaction to the poor
economic conditions in the region after the
war. However, both Gilbert and the Wells
brothers were from prominent families, and
probably had above average means, even in
the depressed economy of the post-war
South. The idea of Medina concrete
construction, including the process and its
advantages of permanence and resistance to
weather, was published as early as 1852.
Furthermore, service in the Civil War exposed
Gilbert and the Wells to many new, innovative ideas regarding any number of subjects.
There is no indication that concrete construction was cheaper or more convenient than the
conventional balloon-framed wood construction, and it is likely that George and James
Wells, and Jeremiah Gilbert, were in a
position to choose either a wood or concrete
method of construction. The fact that these
structures remain is testament to their
decision, and to the durability and resiliency
of this innovative method of construction.
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Building Chronology

As indicated by the former property owner Joe Dalton, James
Riley Wells purchased the lot the Wells-Brown House now
occupies in 1863. Further, family histories and photographic
evidence in the Aurilia Austin Collection housed at the Dekalb
Historical Society attest that the initial construction of the
house likely did not occur until James Riley Wells’ marriage to
Elizabeth Jane Hardman in 1866. The method of construction
and the materials that make up the walls of the Wells-Brown
House are similar to other structures in the Atlanta area,
namely the Gilbert House built ca.1868. Additionally, the type
of house first constructed, an I-House, was popular in Georgia
between in the1870s and 1880s. All these factors point toward
a construction date of ca.1866.
Though houses featuring similar masonry construction are
currently extant in the City of Stone Mountain, no specific
builder is associated with the Well-Brown House. George Riley
Wells owned the property at the time of construction, but the
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Figure 2.1: Conjectured plan of the
Phase I construction of the
Wells-Brown House (ca.1866).
The position of the stairs (in red) is
speculation; they could have been
located on the front facade.
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contractor involved in the physical raising of

The interior organization of the Phase I

the walls is unknown. The concrete house,

construction consisted of a two-story house

located at 5425 East Mountain Street, was

one room deep. A central hall separated the

constructed by the Wells family also and was

two rooms on each floor. An external staircase

built around the time of the Wells-Brown

was likely used to access the second floor (see

House. The Johnson House, a similar mason-

figure 2.1). Though depicted in this figure in

ry structure, was built prior to the Civil War

a position to the rear, these stairs could have

and was purported to be constructed at the

also been located at the front of the house

hands of slaves.

since each facade features second floor central
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doors. This type of plan can be found in

these elements could have existed in areas

other structures within the City of Stone

now under the current structure.

Mountain. The Stillwell House (ca.1850)
located at the intersection of Ridge Avenue
and East Mountain Street was an I-House
with exterior access to the second floor.
Additionally, exterior stairs was a building
plan employed in I-Houses located in rural
19th century Gwinnett County.

The second phase of construction at the
Wells-Brown House involved the addition of
a two-story one room wing (rooms 104, 205,
206) that extended west from the north end
of the house. A gallery was likely constructed
along the southern side of the new addition
to supply access to room 206 (see figure 2.2).

The foundation of the Phase I construction is

Two of lines of evidence suggest the Phase II

visible under the Wells-Brown House at

addition to the Wells-Brown House occurred

present. The granite rubble wall forms a solid

within five years of initial construction. Tax

perimeter around rooms 101 and 102.

records indicate no significant increases in

Notched floor joists are supported on a sill

the property’s value between 1871 and 1891.

plate resting on a ledge constructed into the

Additionally, the materials used in the

granite walls. Given the differences between

construction of the foundation, walls, and

the materials and construction techniques

roof framing are similar in composition and

employed in the foundations of the Phase I

dimensions as those used in the Phase I

construction and the current porch; it is likely

construction. However, a number of factors

the classically styled porch was not an

differentiate the first and second construction

element of the house’s initial construction.

phases.

Instead front facade embellishments were
limited to the small, central gabled dormer
and diamond-shaped vent.

An archaeological excavation was conducted
along the foundation at the junction of the
Phase I house and the Phase II wing addition.

Unknown elements to the first phase of the

A 3’ x 2’ test unit was excavated along the

Wells-Brown house are the location of the

north wall of the Wells-Brown House. The

detached kitchen house and the location of

southwest corner of the unit was located 20’-

the privy. Settlement patterns for residential

1-1/4” west of the northeast corner of the

lots of this period would suggest that these

Phase I construction (see Site Plan). The unit

elements would be located a short walking

was excavated to a depth of approximately 6”

distance from the main house. Therefore,

below the ground surface. The excavation
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exposed parts of the foundation of both
phases of construction. The exposed
foundation revealed a single course of
granite block serving as the footing for
both foundations. A gap containing
small rubble was observed at the
terminus of the Phase I foundation and
the Phase II foundation began west of
the gap (see figure 2.3). This gap was
located approximately 18’-5” west of the
northeast corner of the Phase I
construction. Additionally, a water table
course of granite is mortared to the
exterior of the foundation of the Phase
II construction elevated just above the
ground surface. This course of granite
terminated at the junction of the Phase
I and Phase II foundation suggesting
two distinct periods of foundation
construction.
In addition to clues exposed during
archaeological excavation, evidence of
two separate construction phases can be

Figure 2.2: Conjectured plan of the Phase II
construction of the Wells-Brown House (ca.1866-1871).
The position of the stairs (in red) is speculation as is
the gallery (in red) servicing the wing addition; the
stairs could have been located on the front facade.

seen in the interior of the Wells-Brown

46

House. On the first floor, the windows in

Additionally, ceiling heights differ from the

the north wing addition (room 104) are

front, Phase I rooms to the rooms of the

smaller than the windows located in rooms

Phase II addition. Ceilings are lower in the

101 and 102 of the Phase I house. This is

addition. The difference in window and ceil-

significant given the effort needed to

ing dimensions suggests two separate build-

incorporate the windows into the massive

ing episodes. On the second floor, the doors

masonry walls.

leading from the stair hall (room 204) into
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the second floor rooms of the Phase I house
(rooms 202 and 203) feature a dramatic
step-up (see figure 2.12). The door that leads
to the room 205 remains flush with the stair
hall floor.
The attic space above both the Phase I and
Phase II construction offers additional
evidence supporting separate building events.
The materials and organization employed in
the attic framing above both the Phase I

Figure 2.3: Foundation profile exposed by
archaeological excavation.

house and Phase II addition are similar.
However, the decking of the Phase I house is
interrupted by a large hole sawed around the
north chimney to accommodate the addition’s roof (see figure 2.4). The spacing of the
decking boards in both sections of the attic
also suggests the roof of the Phase II form of
the Wells-Brown House was clad in wooden
shingles. This suggestion is further supported
by the recovery of a single wood shake shingle
from the attic space during on-site investigations. Additionally, the ridge line of the roof
drops approximately three feet at the junction
of the Phase I roof and Phase II roof. The evidence of alterations to the Phase I roofing
decking and the differences in ridge line
height further advance the notion of the
north wing being a later addition.

Figure 2.4: A view west of the sawn decking of
the Phase I roof (left) adjacent to the north
chimney.

Brown House features the addition of a
one-story wing (room 103) to the south end
of the house. It was also likely that during this
phase of the house’s development the classically-styled porch was added (see figure 2.5).
George Riley Wells was possibly looking to

The next phase of construction likely

add value to his coveted property, and being a

occurred around 1891 to coincide with a

savvy landlord of the period, he knew the

spike in property value as indicated in tax

stylistic porch would be a fashionable means

records. The Phase III form of the Wells-

of improving the front facade of his house.
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gabled or hipped and was independent of the
northern wing roof. In addition to the
evidence in the roof the foundation of room
103 offers insight into the Phase III plan of
the Wells-Brown House.
The structure of the foundation of the south
wing of the house is similar in form to the
foundations of previous phases. However, the
ledge that supports the sill plate and joists
throughout the structure are not present on
the north side of the foundation of room
103’s north wall. The absence of this foundation element further advances the idea that
no interior floor spanned the stair hall and
the stair hall was not enclosed by this time.
The most compelling evidence that speaks to
the age of the southern wing is an etching
made on one of the window panes in the
south wall of room 103. The words: “J A
Wells, MD Stone Mountain, Dekalb County,
GA Feby 6, 1898 1:05PM” appear in the lower
Figure 2.5: Conjectured plan of the Phase III
construction of the Wells-Brown House
(ca.1891). The position of the stairs (in red) is
speculation as is the gallery (in red) servicing
the north wing addition; the stairs could have
been located on the front facade.

The stairs and second floor gallery between
the added wings likely remained open to the
elements. Evidence for this plan is found on
the exterior wall of room 201 (see figure 2.6).
The roof of the Phase III addition was either
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Figure 2.6: Shadow line of the Phase III
addition’s former roofline located on the
exterior of the west wall of room 201.
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Brown House (see figure 2.7). By 1910,
George Riley Wells had been retired for eight
years and was listed as a carpenter in that
year’s census. He likely honed his skills
constructing a kitchen on the west side of
the house and enclosing the stair hall.
Alternatively, these changes to the house were
carried out by George Riley Wells’ son after
George Riley’s death in 1919. In either case,
these changes are depicted in the Sanborn
Fire Insurance map of 1924 (see figure 2.8).
The first kitchen addition extended further
west than the current kitchen. The former
kitchen likely terminated beside what appears
to be a cistern or well approximately seven
feet west of current kitchen. The opening is
currently capped with large granite slabs, but
while in use, this feature likely collected water
from the gutter system of the house. The
cisterns location would correspond to the
Figure 2.7: The plan of the Phase IV
construction of the Wells-Brown House
(ca.1900). This plan is largely based on the
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 1924.

western edge of the former kitchen.

center light in the top sash of the eastern window. This artifact provides definitive evidence
that the wing was constructed prior to 1898.
This clue coupled with the tax record point
toward a construction date of ca.1891.
The enclosure of the stair hall and the
addition of an attached kitchen comprised
the fourth phase of development of the Wells-

Figure 2.8: Detail of the Wells-Brown House on
the 1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.
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Also apparent in the 1924 Sanborn Map is the

portion south wall of room 204 is current

addition of the well pump feature labeled

clad in modern wall board. However, visible

“Gasol Eng.” This well pump likely accompa-

from the adjacent attic space is historic lath

nied the kitchen attachment associated with

on the back the modern building materials.

Phase IV construction. The well pump

This lath likely supported a plaster wall that

remains extant at present. Research into the

was installed during Phase IV when the stair

manufacturer revealed that this combination,

hall was enclosed. Additionally, it was during

a pump jack and a windmill pump, was

Phase IV the roof of the room 103 was altered

produced by the F. E. Myers Company

from either a gable or hip to a shed roof to

between the years 1885 and 1920, and upon

compliment the roof over room 204.

examining photographs of the extant pump,
Mr. Cloyd S. McNaull, long time employee
and one time manager of the Myers Company, indicated that the pump was probably
manufactured late in the 19th century.

The house likely remained close to the Phase
IV configuration until the death of Mary
Wells in 1961. Minor interior additions like
the closets to either side of the chimney in
room 105 likely occurred prior to the end of

Enclosure of the stair hall (rooms 104, 204),

WWII. The closet enclosures are comprised

evident in the 1924 map, was secondary to

of plaster on lath, which was a popular interi-

the construction of both the north and south

or wall finish prior to the late 1940s. Another

wings. Evidence can be found in the founda-

addition during the Phase IV period was the

tion of room 104 and the second floor por-

introduction of the knob and tube electrical

tion of the south wall of room 204. The joists

system. Use of this early wiring was prevalent

of earlier portions of the house rest on a sill

from 1880s to 1930s; remnants are located in

plates located in a built-in ledge of the foun-

the attic spaces (see figure 2.9).

dation wall (see figure 2.10). The floor joists
spanning room 104 are supported on a sill
supported by wooden boards that have been
fastened to the exterior of foundations of the
north and south wings (see figure 2.11). The
absence of the ledge, characteristic to all of
the previous foundations, indicates the
enclosure of the room 104 occurred during a
latter phase of construction. The second floor
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space above room 203.
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Figure: 2.10: The foundation configuration found in construction
Phases I, II, III.

Figure: 2.11: The foundation configuration found in construction
under room 104.
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An interview with Dixie Wilson Marks also
offers insight into the appearance of the
Wells-Brown House during its fourth phase
of development. From 1948 to 1960, Mrs.
Wilson lived next to the Wells-Brown House
and visited with Mary Wells during the
months Ms. Wells occupied the house. Mary
Wells seasonally occupied the house in this
period due to a lack of an HVAC system.
According to Mrs. Wilson, a large closet was
located west of room 103 and the exterior was
painted white soon after Mary Wells’ death in
1961. Other details of the house can be teased
from Mrs. Wilson’ account. The former
kitchen addition was adjacent to a screened in
porch. Mrs. Wilson’s recollection is confirmed
by a sketch map found in the tax records of
the Wells-Brown House dating to the late
1970s (see figure 2.12). The screened in porch
measured 12’ x 10’ while the kitchen and a

Figure 2.12: Tax sketch map of the first
floor from the 1970s.

supplemental addition measured 12’ x 14’ and
10’ x 9’, respectively.

of the bathroom forming room 206, and
replacement of the ground level floor boards
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The renovations that occurred after the Phase

and the floor in room 204 occurred sometime

IV incarnation of the Wells-Brown House

during the Cervantes or Dalton periods of

shaped its appearance today. After the death

ownership. Additionally, the installation of an

of Mary Wells in 1961, property ownership

HVAC system occurred during this period.

shifted to Joe Dalton in 1963. Mr. Dalton

This renovation had the greatest impact on

resided at the house until 1977, when the

the historic character of the interior. Chases

house was purchased by Ernesto Cervantes.

were constructed in the corners of rooms 201,

Evidence suggest that upgrades to the electri-

202, 203, and 206 to accommodate wiring

cal systems, replacement of light fixtures,

and duct work, and closets were constructed

alteration to fireplace mantels, the partitioning

in rooms 202 and 205 to create spaces for
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equipment.The Cervantes family resided at
the Wells-Brown House into the 21st
century. The replacement of the former
kitchen did occur until after 1981, according
to the sketch tax map of that period (see figure 2.10). Therefore, the current bathrooms
and kitchen located in rooms 106 and 107
can be attributed to the Cervantes period of
ownership. It is likely that during this period
the small bathroom located off of room 104
was installed. The property was donated to
the Stone Mountain Historical Society by
the heirs of the Cervantes family in 2005.

LANDSCAPE CHRONOLOGY
Just as the Wells-Brown House developed
over time so did the surrounding landscape.
A 19th century residential lot would have

Figure 2.13: Detail of the
Wells-Brown House lot, City
of Stone Mountain Map 1917.

been very different than those seen today.
A majority of kitchens were detached structures, as were privies. Residential lots within

Brown House lot does not occur until 1917

towns during this period would have these

(see figure 2.13). The 1917 City of Stone

elements located to the rear, leaving the yard

Mountain Map depicts the Wells-Brown

in the front of the house for a more ornamen-

House property as owned by “G. R. Wells”,

tal landscape. The Wells-Brown House is no

and the adjacent property to west, occupying

exception. The Wells family took measures

the corner of Poplar Springs Street and Forest

to ensure the front yard was aesthetically

Avenue. owned by Dr. J. R. Wells.” The lot

pleasing to passers by, while more day-to-day

containing the Wells-Brown House is similar

activities occurred in the rear yard.

in orientation and size to its current property
lines. Despite the division of the lots between

While George Riley Wells was a prominent

father and son it is likely the Wells utilized the

landowner in the city of Stone Mountain in

entire space from Ridge to Forest Avenues for

the 19th century, the first view of the Wells

day-to-day activities.
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To help define some of the activities that

recovered from the shovel test pits. Usually

occurred in the rear yard of the Wells-Brown

the most diagnostic type of artifact, the

house an archaeological excavation consisting

ceramic recovered from the rear yard all likely

of close-interval shovel test pits was conduct-

resulted from 20th century disposal. Table 1

ed within the limits of the current rear yard.

summarizes the ceramic finds and the dates

A total of 38 shovel test pit locations were

they were prevalent.

investigated. The shovel test pits were excavat-

Count

Ceramic Type

Period of Prevalence

ed on a staggered grid at a 20’ interval and
were 1’ in diameter. Of the shovel test pits

1

excavated 18 possessed artifacts (see Site
Plan). Architectural debris in the form of
brick, concrete pavers, and granite has been

2

dumped behind the rear outbuilding.
Similarly, during the excavation of the shovel
test pits a pile architectural debris containing

3

Stippled Blue
Transfer Print
Refined
Earthenware
Plain Cream
Colored
Refined Earthenware
Plain Ironstone

1830-present

1830-present

1840-1930

Table 1. Ceramic Artifact Summary

modern brick was observed at the northeastern corner of the property.
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The excavation of shovel test pits produced

No distinct patterns of disposal arose from

an assemblage consisting primarily of mod-

the rear yard excavations. However, the shovel

ern bottle glass, but a large amount of coal

test pits and the artifacts recovered paint a

fragments were observed in shovel test pits

picture of activities in the rear yard of the

across the yard. The presence of coal is largely

early twentieth century when coupled with

due to the remnants of a pile of coal located

other lines of evidence concerning the land-

west of the rear outbuilding. Automobile-

scape. The 1924 Sanborn map of the property

related artifacts, primarily consisting of glass

provides insight on why certain types of arti-

but also including spark plugs and a tire

facts were more prevalent. Primarily the

balancing weight, comprised approximately

recovery of artifacts related to automobiles

25 percent of the artifacts collected. Architec-

can be attributed to activity associated with

turally related artifacts (flat window glass,

two garages located west of the Well-Brown

mortar chunks and nails) made up approxi-

House and south of Dr. James. Wells’ house at

mately 16 percent of the collect assemblage.

the corner of Poplar Springs Street and Forest

Only seven fragments of ceramics were

Avenue (see figure 2.14). An account from
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additions to the Wells-Brown landscape. This
front drive was possibly constructed in the
late 1960s when the lot between the WellsBrown House and Forest Avenue was divided
and sold. The structure at 1037 Forest Avenue
was constructed in 1967.
Mrs. Wilson also recalled other aspects of the
landscape whose remnants were noted in the
shovel test pits. Mrs. Wilson indicated a fish
pond was once located in the rear yard. This
feature was likely located approximately fifty
feet from the current kitchen just inside the
cane break that occupies the northern edge
of the rear yard. The soil profile revealed in
Figure 2.14: The step up in room 204 to enter
the Phase I portion of the house.

shovel test pits in this area featured a deep,
dark mottled layer of soil suggesting an

Mary Dunham, granddaughter of Dr. James
Wells, asserted that he owned the first automobile in City of Stone Mountain, and the

episode of fill. Additionally, decayed water
piping was uncovered in this area suggesting
a feed pipe for the pond.

will J. R. Wells indicated he owned several

Mrs. Wilson also recalled an additional out-

cars by the 1930s.

building in the rear yard that is no longer

In addition to the garages, two outbuildings
are also located in the rear yard. The eastern
building remains extant in the current yard. It
was in this area deliveries of coal were placed.
It is probable these deliveries were brought

extant. The rear yard apparently featured a
garden hothouse. The demolition of this
structure may account for the architecturallyrelated artifacts recovered in the shovel test
pits.

in from Forest Avenue. All automobiles

The ornamental vegetation of the Wells-

approached the house from Forest Avenue in

Brown landscape was a fond recollection

the years prior to 1950 because, according to

of Mrs. Wilson. The rear and side yards

the interview with Mrs. Dixie Wilson, the cur-

possessed numerous ornamentals, in the

rent front drive and parking pad are recent

form of roses. The roses were tended to by

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

55

BUILDING CHRONOLOGY

a gardener, “Sam,” well in the 1950s. The roses

manufactured in the same period. The other

are no longer present, but other ornamental

historic fence bounding the property is less

plants remain. Camellias and magnolias dot

highly wrought. A woven wire fence runs

the rear and side yards, and boxwoods,

along the northern property line and

possibly the oldest extant ornamental plants,

intersects a modern chain link fence at the

are located to either side of the front walkway.

northwest corner of the property. The woven

These plants were popular ornamentals in the

wire fence resumes on the south side of the

first decades of the 20th century. However,

property and terminates approximately 50’

plants are not the only decorative feature to

from the southeast corner at the intersection

the historic landscape.

with the wrought iron fence of the front yard.

The wrought iron fence filling the foreground
of the front facade Wells-Brown House was a
feature erected by George Riley Wells. The

This type of fence became available in the
1880s and was a popular and inexpensive
means of dividing spaces.

bow and picket iron fence was made by
Stewart Iron Works, which began production
in Cincinnati in 1895. Structural evidence
indicates fence present at the Wells-Brown
House was likely made prior to 1910. Two
solid granite pillars divide the fence at the
front walkway, and a third serves as a corner
post at the southeast corner of the property.
It is possible the granite pillars were latter

Figure 15: Front walkway and shrubs facing
east.

additions to the fence; this is evident by the
post hardware that remains attached to the
fence near the posts. When the fence was new
it featured metal posts. The wrought iron
fence spans the Ridge Avenue side of the
property and extends around southeast
corner to terminate on the south side of the
property. The portion of iron fence on the
southern limits differs from that on the east,
but manufacturing clues indicate both fences
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Figure 16: View of the front yard facing
southeast.

Part 2: Physical Description

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Physical Description of the
Wells-Brown House

Constructed circa 1870, the Wells-Brown House is located on
Ridge Avenue in Dekalb County, Stone Mountain, Georgia,
northeast of the Stone Mountain Village and a historic Georgia
Railroad rail line. The house is situated on a half-acre lot and
is constructed of granite rubble, a unique Stone Mountain
architectural signature. The structure began as an I-house with
a central hallway plan, (I-houses are identified as two story
structures, one room deep with a central hallway separating
the rooms on the first floor) but has been altered extensively
since the original construction to include several additions and
a two-story Neoclassical Revival front porch. The Wells-Brown
House has been used as a home, office, and most recently was
donated to the Stone Mountain Historic Society for use as a
museum and events facility.
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Site Features

east corner at the intersection with the
wrought iron fence of the front yard.

The landscape of the Wells-Brown house is

Additional landscape features include a well

dotted with impressive oak trees and magno-

and a feature that possibly served as a cistern.

lias, with a bamboo screen running along the

The well is located at the southwest corner to

north and west property lines. The landscap-

the rear of the house. A well pump is still

ing also includes a grass lawn as well as orna-

present and is mounted into a concrete pad

mental vegetation. A concrete drive provides

(see figure 3.1). The other feature, possibly

automobile access from Ridge Avenue and a

cistern or another well, is located approxi-

concrete walk connects the parking area to

mately 8’ west of the northwest corner of the

the house. A bow and picket iron fence runs

house. It consists of large granite slabs cover-

along the east (front yard) property line and

ing a deep shaft. Though there is no direct

along a portion of the south property (see site

evidence to attest to the fact, this feature likely

plan). The fence is wrought iron and was

served as cistern to collect rainwater from the

made by Stewart Iron Works, a Cincinnati-

house gutter system. Its position corresponds

based company dating from 1895 (see figure

with the western extent of a former kitchen

3.2-3.3). Structural evidence indicates that

addition that has been replaced by the current

the fence present at the Wells-Brown House

kitchen addition. The last site feature is a

was likely made prior to 1910. The fence

small building located approximately 40’

foundation is a 1’ thick wall composed of

southwest of the house (see figure 3.4). The

rubble granite. Two solid granite pillars divide

building, currently used for storage, measures

the fence at the front walkway, and a third

8’-1/2” x 12’-7” and is comprised of a wood

serves as a corner post at the southeast corner
of the property. A woven wire fence runs
along the northern property line and intersects a modern chain link fence at the northwest corner of the property. The chain link
fence serves as the east boundary of the property and extends to the southwest corner. The
chain link fence runs east from the southwest
corner for approximately 25’ and is supplanted by woven wire fence. The woven wire fence
terminates approximately 50’ from the south-
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Figure 3.1: Well pump on the west side of the
house.
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Figure 3.2: Wrought iron fence extending
along Ridge Avenue looking southeast.
Note front gate supported by two granite
pillars.
Figure 3.3: Wrought iron front gate
looking east.
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in a concrete primarily consisting of local clay
and sand mixed with lime. The walls were
finished with a skim coat of a fine-grained
version of the same clay, sand, and lime
mixture, which will be referred to as stucco.
The stucco finish was scored to appear as
ashlar masonry with very thin mortar joints.
The walls are approximately 12” thick, and
Figure 3.4: Shed on the southwest lawn of the
property.

have been painted white. The masonry

frame atop stone piers and possesses a front

frame additions to the western facade. The

gable standing seam metal roof. The shed is

most recent addition is wood frame construc-

clad in wood clapboard and Masonite, tem-

tion that is covered with Masonite siding and

pered hardboard. The original wood siding

is painted white.

has a 5-1/2” reveal and is present on the south
and west elevations. Modern Masonite siding,

EAST FACADE
The east facade represents the front of the

with a 7” reveal, is present on the north and

house and is approached from Ridge Avenue.

east elevations.

This is the most architecturally detailed

Exterior Description
The Wells-Brown House is presently a
Neoclassical Revival style house, originally
constructed in the late 1860s. It is a two-story
house, with a full front porch featuring
classically styled wood columns. A majority

62

construction has received a number of wood

facade of the structure (see figure 3.5). The
front porch is an addition to the structure,
and is depicted in the 1923 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of Stone Mountain. The porch
features four hollow, fluted, Doric columns
comprised of tongue-and-groove wood construction atop a granite plinth and surrounded in galvanized steel flashing (see figure 3.6).

of the Wells-Brown House is masonry

The columns are spaced across the facade at

construction. The exact composition of the

even intervals. The columns support a shed

exterior walls cannot be determined upon

roof clad in rolled asphalt roofing. The porch

surface examination. However, upon examin-

sits on a foundation consisting of a rubble

ing historic buildings of similar construction,

granite foundation with beaded mortar joints

the walls are likely composed of uncoursed

of Portland cement (see figure 3.7). Cut solid

granite rubble and brick serving as aggregate

granite pieces rim the edge of the porch, and
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Figure 3.5:
East
Facade
of the
WellsBrown
House.

three granite steps, each 9’ in length, provide

of beaded board, and sits approximately 2’

access from the ground. The two lowest steps

higher than the entablature that joins the

are dressed; the top step is a less-formal,

ceiling to the columns. The entablature is

rougher piece of granite on which drill

constructed of beaded board, positioned

marks are still evident (see figure 3.8). Two

vertically between the cornice and architrave.

granite slabs, each 2’-11’’ in length, extend

There is a distance of approximately 14-1/2”

from the porch to frame the stairs (see figure

between the position of the entablature on

3.9). The porch floor is finished with con-

the facade and the edge of the house. There

crete hexagonal pavers, 12’’ wide with facets

are two wood pilasters affixed to the facade of

6-3/4”. The pavers are laid in a honeycomb

the house. These sit flush with the entablature,

pattern of alternating red and white stones

14-1/2” from the edge of the facade. They are

(see figure 3.10) and are laid with virtually

the same construction as those on the front

nonexistent mortar joints. The porch rises

edge of the porch: fluted wood with a granite

2’-11’’ from the ground surface. A cement

plinth and galvanized steel flashing. These

ramp was affixed to the south side of the

provide additional porch roof support

porch in 2005 to make the house handi-

(see figure 2.11).

capped-accessible. The porch ceiling consists

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 3.6: East facade, column.

Figure 3.9: Protruding granite pieces framing
porch steps.

Figure 3.7: Beaded mortar joint of porch
foundation.

Figure 3.8: Porch steps. Showing drill marks on
top step.
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Figure 3.10: Hexagonal pavers on porch.
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Figure 3.12: East facade, upper-level window.

Figure 3.11: Porch ceiling, entablature, and
half-column affixed to the east facade.

There are four windows and two doors on
this facade, all of which are recessed several
inches into the walls from the surface of the
facade. All the windows are double-hung sash
with six over six lights, but the lower floor
windows are taller than those on the second
floor. All have granite sills and wood lintels.
All of the windows are affixed with operable
louvered wood shutters, which are painted
black (see figure 3.12 and 3.13). There are two
doors on this facade as well. The lower door is
the front entrance to the structure (see figure
3.13). It is a four-panel door: the top two

Figure 3.13: East facade, lower-level window.

panels are arched (see figure 3.14). The front
entrance also features a screen door, sidelights

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 3.14: East facade, front door with screen
door closed.

Figure 3.15: East facade, front door with arched
top panels.

and transom windows. The sidelights, one

point and the threshold was patched (see fig-

on each side of the door, consist of three

ure 3.17). The second door is directly above

vertically-oriented rectangular lights and one

the first and provides access to a small second

rectangular panel at the base. The lights are

floor balcony found above the front door (see

comprised of patterned glass (see figure 3.15).

figure 3.18). The historic wood four-panel

The transom consists of four horizontally

door features an agateware knob (see figure

oriented rectangular lights of clear glass. The

3.16). The door is framed by sidelights like

lintel as found over the door opening is simi-

those found on the lower level, consisting of

lar in scale and form to those found over the

three vertically oriented rectangular lights

windows. The door threshold is wood, and

and one rectangular panel at the base. The

there is evidence that the earlier trim once

lights also consist of the same patterned glass

protruded approximately 3-1/2’ past its cur-

as is found on the lower-level door. Two wood

rent configuration. It was removed at some

brackets support the balcony that protrudes
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on the second level from the east facade, one
below each edge of the balcony base (see
figure 3.19). The balcony consists of square
corner posts spanned by a wood baluster of
turned banisters. Lighting on this facade consists of one iron chandelier suspended from
below the balcony, directly above the front
door. The chandelier is equipped with four
electric bulbs (see figure 3.20). The staked aluminum gutter system is affixed approximately
two inches from either edge of the facade.

Figure 3.18: East facade, upper-level balcony
door.

Figure 3.19: East facade, detail of wood
brackets supporting balcony.
Figure 3.16: Agateware doorknob and
patterned sidelight glass.

Figure 3.17: East facade, patched threshold at
front door.

Figure 3.20: East facade, exterior lighting.
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NORTH FACADE
The north facade faces the side yard and the
current driveway (see figure 3.21). The
change of structural system and materials is
evident along this facade between historic
masonry and the wood frame construction of
the kitchen addition. The foundation of the
historic masonry building is painted black,
but the more recent kitchen foundation
remains unpainted (see Building Chronology

Figure 3.21: North facade.

section).
There are six windows on this facade, all double-hung sash with a six over six light pattern.
Again, the lower windows are taller than
those on the upper floor. All are also recessed
several inches into the walls from the surface
of the facade, and all have granite sills and
wood lintels (see figure 3.22). Similar shutters appear on this facade as on the east facade, although two sets are missing, one from

Figure 3.22: Upper-level window lintels
inserted into trim under roof found on north
and south facades.

each of the eastern windows. There is a thick
band of trim at the upper edge of the facade,
just under the roof, and the window lintels are
inserted into this trim. The only door on this
facade is positioned on its west side. It enters
room 107 from a small side stair constructed
of unfinished, pressure-treated lumber.
Electrical and gas lines are affixed to the
north facade and are clearly identifiable, as
are aluminum gutters and exterior floodlights
(see figure 2.23). There is also a large modern
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Figure 3.23: North facade, east portion showing
visible electrical and gas lines, aluminum
gutters and floodlights.
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reduces from approximately 3’ on the northern end of the facade to approximately 1’ on
the southern end. The foundation on this
facade also includes four metal grills which
are air vents. Recent features not found on the
other facades of the house. The north half of
the kitchen addition extends approximately 4’
further out into the rear yard than the south
half.
The second floor of the west facade presents
three bays. The northern bay is formed by the
west wall of room 206. The exterior wall is
masonry in material and is similar to the
north facade. The center bay consists of room
Figure 3.24: North facade, west portion
showing air vent.

air vent above the door (see figure 3.24). The
hipped roof over the main body of the house
is clearly visible on this facade, as is the

204 and its exterior wall is a wood frame
construction. The wood frame continues to
the southern bay which caps the one-story
masonry construction and forms a small attic
space over of room 103.

shed roof over the most recent phase of

There are ten windows on this facade, and no

construction.

doors. The fenestration on this facade is

WEST FACADE

unique. The north and center windows on the

The west facade is the rear of the house (see
figure 3.25). The first floor of this facade
consists of the most recent period of construction. The ground floor kitchen addition
is entirely wood frame construction with
Masonite siding and is painted white. The
foundation for this entire facade is unpainted
granite block, featuring Portland cement
joints. The height of the visible foundation

Figure 3.25: West facade.
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lower level are each a pair of two windows
and a grouping of three windows make up
the center window on the upper level. The
north and south windows on the lower level
are each six over six as are the north and three
center windows on the upper level; although
the windows on the lower level are wider and
more rectangular in shape than the windows
on the upper level. The two center windows
on the lower level are nine over nine. The

Figure 3.26: Southwest facade.

south window on the upper level is six over
three; all windows are double-hung. Only the
north window on the upper level is affixed
with the same decorative lintels as are found
on the east and north facade: all other windows on this facade are modern in materials
and simple in form to those on the rest of the
house. Aluminum gutters and exterior
floodlights are visible on this facade as well.
Figure 3.27: Southeast facade.

SOUTH FACADE
The south facade overlooks the side yard (see
figure 3.26 and 3.27). The numerous phases
of construction present in the current structure are particularly evident on this and the
north facade of the house (see Development
Chronology section) As on the north facade,
there is a distinct change between the historic
masonry structure and the wood frame of the
kitchen addition (see figure 3.28). The
masonry construction of room 103 also differs from the block of rooms that comprise
the east facade. Room 103 is one story in
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Figure 3.28: Southwest facade, showing break
between third-and fourth-phase construction
and air vent.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Figure 3.29: South facade, first- and third-phase
construction foundation.

Figure 3.30: South facade, fourth-phase
construction foundation.

height and the facade recesses by approxi-

upper level. All are also recessed several

mately 1” at junction with the western wall of

inches into the walls from the surface of the

room 101. The foundation of the structure is

facade, and all have granite sills and wood

less visible on this facade than on the others.

lintels. All are affixed with shutters of the

There are approximately 4” of visible founda-

same type as are found on the east and north

tion under rooms 101 and 103, the majority

facades. The thick band of trim that is on the

of which appears to be fieldstone (see figure

north facade appears at the upper edge of this

3.29). The kitchen addition displays the same

facade as well, just under the roof, and the

height and construction of the foundation as

window lintels are again inserted into this

is found on the west facade (see figure 3.30).

trim (see figure 3.21). The window located in

This portion of the foundation also exhibits

the kitchen addition is modern and is the

the same drainage grates found on the west

same type found throughout the wood frame

facade.

portion of the house.

There are five windows on this facade, and no

Electrical, gas, and telephone lines are affixed

doors, although structural evidence verifies

to the south facade, and are clearly identifi-

that the central window on the lower level

able, as are aluminum gutters and exterior

was once a door. With the exception of the

floodlights. A metal vent to the exterior is

westernmost window on the facade, all of the

present on the west end of the facade. There

windows are six over six, and again, the low-

is also an air conditioning window unit posi-

er-level windows are taller than those on the

tioned in the east window on the lower level.
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ROOF

The framing of the hipped roof over rooms

The principle rooflines run south to north,

201, 202, and 203 consisted of common

and east to west. They cover the main house

rafters and hip rafters radiating from a 5-3/4”

block (rooms 201, 202, 203) and the first

x 5/8” central ridge board that runs south to

wing addition (rooms 205, 206), respectively.

north. The common rafters consist of

Both roofs are hipped, decked with rough

unplaned, circular sawn lumber, and though

hewn 1” boards of various widths, and are

they vary in dimension, they are approxi-

sheathed with asphalt shingles. The hipped

mately 3-3/4” x 1-2/3” (see figure 3.31). The

roof of the northern wing was constructed

ceiling joists were also unplaned, circular

approximately three feet lower than the ridge

sawn, and are oriented east to west. The

of the roof of the main block, and thus

dimensions of the ceiling joists also vary, but

produces a ridgeline that drops at the junc-

were approximately 4-1/2” x 1-3/4”. Knob and

tion of the roof of the main block and that of

tube electrical wiring was threaded through

the northern wing. Shed roofs cover the stair
hall (room 204) and the southern wing
(room 103); both drain to the south. Additionally, the rear kitchen addition features a
shed roof that drains to the east. All three
shed roofs are clad in rolled asphalt roofing.
The north chimney has been recapped with
newer brick and features aluminum cheek
flashing around its junction with the roof,
and is tarred in place. The south chimney has

Figure 3.31: Phase I roof decking supported by
circular sawn rafters.

a stucco exterior with aluminum flashing
around its base and has also been tarred into
place. Aluminum has been used as counterflashing along the joint of the stair hall shed
roof, the northern wing, and around the roof
edge. Similarly, aluminum counter-flashing is
used at the rear kitchen addition’s junction of
with the rest of the house, and is likewise held
in place by tar.
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Figure 3.32: Phase I roof decking cut away for
the Phase II addition.
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Figure 3.33: View east of the attic space south
of room 204.

Figure 3.34: Knob and tube electrical wiring
drilled through ceiling joists. Note south wall
showing earlier roof line.

the joists in this section of the attic and were

materials similar to that of the main block.

likely the remnants of the house’s first electri-

The ridge board, common, and hip rafters

cal system. The decking of the roof consisted

were comparable in appearance and scale to

of circular sawn, unplaned boards of varying

those found over rooms 201, 202, and 203.

widths that are from 7/8” to 1” thick. The

They vary in dimension, are unplaned, and

decking boards were spaced approximately 2”

are circular sawn. The ceiling joist and deck-

to 3” apart, indicating the roof was once clad

ing were also analogous to what was observed

in wooden shingles (see figure 3.32). A single

over the main block. The similarities of build-

wood shake shingle was recovered from the

ing materials and organization between the

attic area further indicating a former wood-

spaces indicate they were built within a few

shingle roof. Additionally, the decking

years of one another. Knob and tube electrical

around the north chimney has been sawn

wiring was also present above this wing (see

out to accommodate the addition of the

figure 3.34).

north wing indicating the north wing was an
addition to the initial construction (see figure

The attic above room 103 occupies the south-

3.33). A portion of the HVAC system is

east corner of the second floor, adjacent to

located in this attic space as well as wiring
associated with the security system.

the stairs and hallway. The highest point in
the attic measures 6’. The lowest point in the
attic measures 4’1”. HVAC air ducts are locat-

The framing of the hipped roof over the

ed in the attic. From a small entrance on

north wing of the house has composition and

south wall it is possible to see where an earlier
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roofline was located (see figure 3.34). The
shed roof above room 103 consists of modern
materials. The exterior of the west wall of
room 201 features a ghost line of a gabled, or
possibly hipped, roof that once covered the
southern wing. This architectural clue indicates the wing once stood independent of the
stair hall, which is believed to have been uncovered in the 1910s. The newer shed roof has

Figure 3.35: Historic lath wall in attic.

created a small crawlspace that features two
six over six light double-hung sash windows.
The dimensions of the ceiling joists of the
south wing are somewhat more consistent
and are approximately 4’-3/4” x 2’-1/6”. These
joists also contain the knob and tube electrical wiring present in the upper attic spaces.
Floors: The floor is constructed from
historical tongue-and-groove 6” pine boards.
Walls: Circular sawn lath in the attic reveals

Figure 3.36: Six over six double-hung window
on the west wall in attic.

the composition of the walls, which were
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plastered at an earlier time before the sheet

agateware knobs and a box strike plate with

rock was installed (see figure 3.35).

interior hinges.

Windows: There is one window on the west

Access to the shed roofs above the rear

wall. It is a six over six double-hung window.

kitchen addition was limited. Theses roofs

One of the lower glass panes in the southern

were constructed solely of modern materials.

corner is patched over with duct-tape. The

The structure and orientation of the framing

top three lights of the bottom sash overlap

members are consistent with modern

with the bottom three lights of the top sash

construction techniques. Additionally, all

when both sashes are in the closed position

wiring was modern in appearance. None of

(see figure 3.36).

the knob and tube wiring was observed in

Door: There is an historic four paneled wood-

this portion of attic space. The western end

en door that leads to the attic which measures

of the one-story south wing’s northern wall

2’- 2-3/4“ x 6’ 2-1/2” x 1-1/2“. The door has

is exposed in this space.
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FOUNDATION
The foundation of the Wells-Brown House
exists in four phases, which represent the four
periods of construction of the structure (see
Building Chronology section).
Phase 1 Construction
First-phase construction includes the foundation below rooms 101 and 102. This original
foundation, which is composed of rubble
granite laid in courses mortared with a

Figure 3.37: First-phase construction
foundation of mortared coursed rubble
granite.

mixture of lime and clay, is intact under this
portion of the structure (see figure 3.37). This
foundation is approximately 1’-3” x 2’.
Replacement floor joists are supported on a
sill plate consisting of a single 2‘ x 4‘. The
plate rests in a ledge built into the foundation
to house the sill, and the ends of the floor
joists are notched around the sill and the
ledge (see figure 3.38). The foundation
continues for several inches above the sill
ledge and joist, forming the base of the wall

Figure 3.38: Notched joist, sill and masonry
ledge construction.

that continues up as the exterior wall of the
structure. Aside from this foundation, various
other supports have been added under rooms
101 and 102. First, there are sporadic pillars,
which are composed of concrete masonry
units (CMUs), fieldstone and unspecified
pieces of wood (see figure 3.39). These appear
to have been erected when the finish floors
and sub-floors were replaced during the most
recent renovation. There are also occasional
pieces of wood, supported by a fieldstone,
wedged around the floor joists.

Figure 3.39: CMU, fieldstone and wood pillars.
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Phase 2 Construction
Second-phase construction includes the foundation below room 105. This foundation is
the same coursed rubble granite and clay-andlime mortar as is found under first-phase
construction, approximately 1’-3” x 2’ (see
figure 3.39). The foundation under room 105
has a notched floor joist, sill and masonry
Figure 3.40: Wooden post wedged around floor
joist under first-phase construction.

ledge construction as is under first-phase
construction, (see figure 3.42) indicating that
this room was built after detailed planning.
Multiple vertical wooden posts supported by
fieldstone or brick have been constructed under second-phase construction more recently
than the date of construction (see figure 3.43).
These were probably installed during the most
recent renovation as well.

Figure 3.41: Fireplace foundation of piled
granite pieces.

Some of these have deteriorated completely
(see figure 4.19). Additionally, unconsolidat-

Figure 3.42: Second-phase construction
foundation.

ed, dry-stacked granite pieces support some
areas (see figure 3.40) and also form the
foundation for the fireplace in room 102 (see
figure 3.41) . This is the only fireplace foundation we were able to observe during our
investigation.
Figure 3.43: Notched joist, sill and masonry
ledge construction.
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Phase 3 Construction

figure 3.46). There are multiple rubble granite

Third-phase construction includes the foun-

pillars mortared with Portland cement

dation below room 103. Under room 103, the

supporting this portion of the structure (refer

pattern of the notched floor joist, sill and

to figure 3.47). As observed in previous por-

masonry ledge construction is repeated. This

tions of the foundation, wooden beam piers,

section of foundation also employs support

resting atop fieldstone or brick, support parts

piers constructed of various materials as is

of the foundation under rooms 106 and 107

found under first-phase construction.

(see figure 3.45).

Phase 4 Construction
Fourth-phase construction includes the
foundation under room 104. In this area, the
sill and floor joists are simply tacked onto the
masonry wall (without any of the masonry
ledge found under first, second and third
phase construction), and supported with a
wedged-in wooden post in some spots (see
figure 3.44). This foundation arrangement
provides strong evidence to support the idea
that this portion was built as infill sometime

Figure 3.44: Sill and joists tacked onto masonry
wall with wooden post support, Phase 4.

after Phase 3, but without detailed plans.
Multiple vertical wooden posts supported by
fieldstone or brick have been constructed
under second-phase construction more
recently than the date of construction (see
figure 3.45). These were probably installed
during the most recent renovation as well.
Phase 5 Construction
Fifth-phase construction includes the
foundation below room 106 and 107. This
construction is supported by coursed rubble
granite mortared with Portland cement (see

Figure 3.45: The type of vertical wooden posts
that support second-phase and fourth-phase
construction.
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OVERALL FOUNDATION LAYOUT
The various
construction
phases of the
house are
made more
evident by the
overall layout
of the current
foundation

Figure 3.48: Circular-sawn
lumber marks on subfloor
and floor joists.

system. There is a solid foundation wall
separating first-phase construction from
second- and third-phase construction, which
provides significant evidence for the house
having originally been one room deep. There
is also a foundation wall separating the porch
Figure 3.46: First-phase foundation abutting
fourth-phase foundation: fourth-phase
mortared with Portland cement.

from the house, reinforcing the notion that
the porch represents an element added to
the house at some point during its lifetime.
The sub-floor and joists of the house are
constructed of circular-sawn lumber (see
figure 3.48) and a number of floor joists are
composed of recycled lumber, as evidenced by
the lath residue noted on joists under the
central portion of the house (see figure 3.49).

Figure 3.47: Granite and Portland cement pillar.
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Figure 3.49: Lath residue on joists under the
house.
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Interior Description

direction. It has been painted white. The ceiling height is 10’ and there is a modern vent in

The following section offers a room by room

the northeast corner of the ceiling (see figure

description of the Wells-Brown House (room

3.52).

reference numbers can be found on the Site
Plan, see Developmental History section).

Doors: There are two doors in room 101: one
between room 101 and room 102 (refer to

ROOM 101

photo 3.53) on the north wall of room 101;

Room 101 is one of the two original first floor

the other between room 101 and room 103

rooms (see figures 3.50 and 3.51). It is on the

(see figure 3.54) on the west wall of room

left as one enters the front door of the house.

101. Both are four raised-panel wood doors

This room has been rehabilitated by the Stone

with ornate glass doorknobs (see figure 3.55).

Mountain Historical Society, and is therefore

They are bordered with wood molding

in good condition. This room is thought to

approximately 5” in width. The doors and

have been used as a parlor in the original

trim are painted white. The north door meas-

house. This room measures 14’-6” x 15’-9-

ures approximately 2’-7” x 6’-6”. The west

1/2”.

door measures approximately 2’-8” x 6’-5”.

Floor: The finish floor was replaced in the

Both doors are 1-1/2” thick.

1960s with tongue-and-groove oak boards

Windows: There are two windows in room

approximately 2” wide.

101: one on the east wall and one on the

Walls: All of the walls are covered in plaster
and painted a cream color. White wood
picture molding is affixed approximately 1’
from the ceiling. A baseboard, approximately
9-1/2” in height, runs along all four walls, and
quarter round base molding approximately 1”
in width sits above the baseboard. A square
shoe mold, approximately 1” in width, is
affixed to the baseboard as well.

south wall. Both are six over six and doublehung, bordered by molding measuring approximately 4” in width. They measure approximately 6’-2” x 2’-9-1/2”. Other window
measurements are as follows:
Light: 9-1/2” x 1’- 5-1/2”
Muntin: 1”
Rail: 2”
Style: 1-1/2”
Sash: 1-1/4”

Ceiling: The ceiling is constructed of 2” wide

There is a window unit for air conditioning

beaded board, running in a north-south

placed in the lower half of the south window.
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Figu

Figure 3.50: Room 101, west and north walls.

Figure 3.53: Room 101, north door.

Figure 3.51: Room 101, east and south walls.

Figure 3.54: Room 101, west door.

Figure 3.52: Room 101, upper northwest corner.
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Lighting: A central ceiling chandelier provides
the lighting for this room (see figure 3.56). It
is the same as that currently found in room
104: wrought metal painted green with six
electric candles.
Heating: There is a fireplace on the west wall
of this room (see figure 3.57). The brown
tile work that appears on this fireplace was
installed in the 1960s. The Adamesque mantel
that appears in this and other rooms is probably not original. The firebox is deep, and
constructed of cast iron.
Figure 3.56: Room 101 chandelier.

Miscellaneous features: Gas lines are clearly
visible running along the baseboard on the
south and west walls to the fireplace (see
figure 3.57).

Figure 3.57: Room 101, fireplace on the west
wall and gas lines running along the baseboard
to the left of the fireplace.

Figure 3.55: Historic swirl glass doorknobs
found throughout lower level of house.
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Figure 3.58: View of room 102 looking north.

ROOM 102

oak boards. The boards run north to south

Room 102 is one of the original first floor

along the length of the room.

rooms of the Wells-Brown House. This room
serves as the front point of entry for the

Walls: The walls in room 102 are covered in

structure. The room has been altered from its

plaster and painted a cream color. Crown

original condition, as the original I-house

molding runs the along the ceiling around

plan would have consisted of two rooms

the perimeter of the room and a wood picture

separated by an entry foyer. The current floor

molding is affixed just below the crown

plan shows the central hallway remnants have

molding. Wainscoting, approximately 2’-5”

been removed although evidence of the

in height, runs along all four walls, and sits

location of the original wall is evident in the

above a 10-1/2” baseboard. Room 102 is the

existing bump out in room 102 (see figure

only room in the house with wainscoting.

3.58). Room 102 is 15’-10” x 23’.
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Ceiling: The ceiling is constructed of 2” wide

Floor: The original wood floor was replaced

beaded board, running in a north-south di-

in the 1960s with 2” wide tongue-and-groove

rection. It has been painted white. The ceiling
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height in room 102 is 10’. A medallion has
been installed above the chandelier in this
room and is a recent addition to the room
and not a historic feature.
Doors: There is only one door in Room 102
and this is the front door of the house (see
figure 3.59) The arched four raised-panel
front door is wood with brass hardware and a
brass strike plate. The door features sidelights
and transom windows. A door would have
originally led into the room from the original
central hallway however this door opening
was eliminated with the removal of the wall
between the central hallway and room 102.
An opening with molding serves as the
transition between 102 and the main hallway

Figure 3.59: Front Door from inside Room 102.

of the first floor.
Windows: There are two six over six double-

Heating: A fireplace with a Neo-Classical

hung windows in room 102, one on the north

mantel, likely not original to the house exists

wall and one on the east wall. The windows

on the west wall of the room (see figure 3.58).

measure 2’-7-1/2” x 6’-2”. The casing is 3’-2”

The area surrounding the firebox is clad in

x 6’-5-1/2”. The window pane size is 9-1/2” x

ceramic tile. The firebox is shallow and filled

17-1/2” and the muntin width is 1”. The case-

with gas logs.

ment height of the window on the east wall is
approximately 1” taller than that on the north
wall.

Miscellaneous features: The original wall,
which indicates the presence of a central
hallway, is visible in Room 102. The existing

Lighting: A central ceiling chandelier provides

bump out is 9” in width and is evident on

the lighting for this room. The brass chande-

both the east and west wall (see figure 3.58).

lier has crystal embellishments and electric
candles. The light hangs from a recently
added ceiling medallion.
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Figure 3.60: Room 103, south and east walls and built-in cabinetry on south half
of east wall between the fireplace and the south wall.

ROOM 103

molding is affixed approximately 1’ from the

This room constitutes the third phase of

ceiling. A baseboard, approximately 7” in

construction on the house (refer to photos

height, runs along the north, east, and south

3.60 and 3.61). Photographic evidence shows

walls, a square shoe mold is affixed to it. On

that this room was used as a bedroom at

the west wall, there is a much thinner base-

some point during the house’s lifetime. This

board, approximately 3” in width, with a

room constitutes third-phase construction,

square shoe mold. All molding is painted

but is by far the most damaged of the lowerlevel rooms. This room measures approximately 22’-8” x 13’-9”.
Floor: The finish floor was replaced in the
1960s with the current material, tongue-andgroove oak boards approximately 2” wide.
Walls: As this room is third-phase construction, all of the walls are covered in plaster and
painted a cream color. White wood picture
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Figure 3.61: Room 103, south and west walls.
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white. There is a large, modern vent in the

Rail: 1-1/2”

lower north corner of the west wall.

Style width: 2-1/2”

Ceiling: The ceiling is 2” wide beaded board,
which has been painted white: however, it
runs in an east-west direction in room 103
(see figure 3.62). This provides support for
the conjecture that this room was built later

This window is a very significant feature in
the house, as it bears an the words: “J A Wells,
MD Stone Mountain, Dekalb County, GA Feby
6, 1898 1:05 PM” hand-etched in the lower
center light in the top sash.

than the wing that includes rooms 101 and
102. Ceiling height is 10’. Modern vents are
present in the northeast and northwest
portions of the ceiling.
Doors: There are three doors in room 103:
one on the east wall entering into room 101,
one on the north wall entering from room
104, and one on the west wall entering into

Figure 36.2: Room 103, bead board ceiling
running east-west.

room 106. All are four-panel wood doors
with ornate glass doorknobs (refer to photo
3_12). The doors into rooms 101 and 106
have raised panels, while the door into room
104 has flat panels. They are bordered with
wood molding approximately 5” in width.
The doors and the trim are painted white.
Windows: There are two windows in this
room, and both are positioned on the south
wall. Both are six over six and double-hung,
bordered by molding measuring approximately 4” in width. The east window measures approximately 5’-8” x 2’ 9-1/2”. Other
east window measurements are as follows:
Light: 9-1/2” x 1’-3”
Muntin: 3/4”

Figure 3.63: Room 103, doors.
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window itself is longer than the east window,
measuring approximately 6’-10” x 2’ 9-1/2”,
and is set closer to the floor, actually resting
on the top edge of the baseboard, which is
slightly taller than 7” under this window.
Other west window measurements are as follows: Light: 9-1/2” x 1’-3”; Muntin: 3/4”
Lighting: A single light bulb socket in the
middle of the ceiling provides the light for
this room.
Heating: There is one fireplace on the east
wall of this room (see figure 3.60). It shares
the chimney used by the one in room 101,
and the fireplace is exactly the same design.
Figure 3.64: Room 103, west window on south
wall, shows that this opening was formerly a
door.

The brown tile work that appears on this fireplace was installed in the 1960s. The
Adamesque mantel that appears in this and
other rooms is probably not original. The
firebox is deep, and constructed of cast iron.
Miscellaneous features: Built-in shelving and
cabinetry (refer to photo 3.61) makes the
south portion of the east wall in this room
difficult to examine.

Figure 3.65: Room 103, former transom above
west window showing water damage.

ROOM 104
Room 104 is the downstairs hallway and be-
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The west window was converted from a door

gins after room 101 and 102 ends. This room

(see figure 3.64). A transom, which was filled

constitutes the second phase of construction

in at the time of conversion, still exists (see

on the house. Room 104 leads to room 103

figure 3.65). The space is delineated by the

on its south side and 105, the house’s dining

same molding that borders the window. The

room, on its north side. The staircase to the
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Figure 3.66: View of the hallway, room 104
facing east.

Figure 3.67: View of the closet underneath the
stairs in room 104.

second floor is also located in the hallway

approximately 1’ from the ceiling. A

before the kitchen on the west side of the

baseboard, approximately 10” in height,

house. There is a closet underneath the stairs

runs along both walls in room 104.

in room 104. Room 104 measures 10’ from
the door entrances of room 105 to room 103.
From wall to wall room 104 measures 5’-4”.

Ceiling: The ceiling is 1-1/2” wide beaded
board, which is painted white.

The length of the hallway is 22’-10”. The

Doors: There is one historic door in room 104

height of the hallway is 8’-9” (see figure 3.66).

underneath the stairs and one modern lou-

Floor: The finish floor was replaced in the
1960s with the current material, tongue-andgroove oak boards approximately 2” wide.

vered wood door to a small bathroom from
the hallway beside room 103 (see figure 3.67).
The closet door underneath the stairs measures 2’ -5’ x 11’-1”. It is a five raised-panel

Walls: The walls are covered in plaster and

wood door with a swirl glass knob and a brass

painted a cream color. The wall that connects

strike plate with interior hinges. It is bordered

the hallway to room 103 is made of drywall.

with wood trim approximately 5” in width.

Painted white crown molding is affixed

Both the trim and the door are painted white.
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Windows: There are no windows in the room
104.
Lighting: Room 104 features a gold
chandelier with crystal embellishments
and electric candles. The lighting fixture
is not original to the house.

ROOM 105
This room is an example of the second phase
of construction on the Wells-Brown House.
Room 105 likely always served as the dining
room of the home and continues as such
today. The room measurements are 12’-2” x
20’-10” (see figure 3.68).
Floor: The finish floor was replaced in the
1960s with the current material, tongue-andgroove oak boards approximately 2” wide.

Windows: There are two windows in this

Walls: The walls are in room 105 are covered

room; both are positioned on the north wall

in plaster and painted a cream color.

and are double-hung six over six. The east

Ceiling: The ceiling height in room 105 is
approximately 8’-8”, 16” shorter than the
ceiling height of the first phase, originally
constructed rooms.
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Figure 3.68: Dining room with fireplace on east
wall.

window measures approximately 2’-7-1/2” x
5’-9”. The casement size of these windows is
3’-2” x 5’-10”. The window light size is 9-1/2”
x 15” and the muntin width is 9/16”. The
window measurements of room 105 are

Doors: Three historic doors exist in room 105.

important clues to the understanding the

A two-panel door with no hardware connects

construction phases of the structure. Due to

Room 105 to Room 107 on the west wall. Two

the fact that windows and pane sizes are

doors enclose closet shelving constructed on

smaller in room 105 than those in room 101

both sides of the fireplace located on the east

and room 102 it can be concluded that this

wall. The closet doors are two-panel wood

portion of the house was constructed later as

doors with swirl glass door handles and a

pane sizes became smaller as glass production

brass strike plate.

and material improved.

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Lighting: Room 105 features a gold chandelier
with crystal embellishments and electric
candles. The lighting fixture is not original to
the house.
Heating: A fireplace is located on the east wall
of Room 105 and shares a chimney with
room 102 although the firebox is much
narrower and constructed of cast iron. The
Neoclassical mantel is likely not original and
the brown tile surround was likely installed in
the 1960s.
Miscellaneous features: Closets with built-in
shelving was added on the east wall of the
room on either side of the fireplace (see
figure 3.68).

ROOM 106
This room is fifth-phase construction, and is
very modern in comparison with the older

Figure 3.69: View down hallway portion of
room 106 from room 103.

portions of the structure. It functioned as a
bathroom, as it continues to today. The
room is entered via a short hallway, (see
figures 3.69) which is included as part of this
room, as both are of the same type and age
of construction. The room measures
approximately 12’-7” x 6’-9”.

Walls: The walls in this room are drywall
painted a cream color. There is white crown
molding covering the joint between the walls
and the ceiling. A baseboard, approximately
3” in height, with a splay upper edge runs
along all four walls of the room abutting the

Floor: The floor in room 106 is patterned vinyl

bottom of the built-in wood cabinets with

in shades of brown and cream. It abuts the

metal hardware that span the entire west wall.

wood finish floors of room 103, and is jointed

The countertop is Formica and includes two

with a gold-toned aluminum threshold.

porcelain sinks, along with a row of drawers.
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doorknobs found in rooms 101 and 103. This
door measures approximately 2’-6” x 5’-5”,
and is 1-1/4” thick.
Windows: There are two windows in this
room. Both are more modern than those
found throughout the historic portion of the
house (see figure 3.70). They are found on the
west and south walls of the room, and they
Figure 3.70: Room 106, south and west walls.

are small, double-hung, six over six windows
with rectangular sashes oriented horizontally.

Ceiling: The ceiling in room 106 is drywall. It
is painted the same cream color as the walls.

Measurements for these windows were not
taken as they are not deemed historically
significant. They are trimmed with wood

Doors: There are four doors in room 106.

painted white.

Two, one on the north wall and one on the
south wall of the hallway portion of the

Lighting: Four modern wall sconces of

room, are white louvered doors that open

frosted glass and metal on the west wall and

into the room from closets. These doors are

two overhead light bulb sockets provide the

affixed with simple gold-toned metal door-

lighting in this room.

knobs. These doors measure 2’-8” x 5’-10”,

Heating: There is no fireplace in this room.

and 2’ x 7’-6”, respectively. They are each
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1-4/10” thick. The modern particle door

Miscellaneous features: There is a modern

found on the north wall of the hallway por-

Plexiglas-walled standing shower in the

tion of the room also opens into this room

southeast corner of this room (see figure

from a closet, which holds a water heater in

3.70). It is affixed between the east wall and a

this case. This door measures 2’-11-9/10” x

wall that protrudes from the west wall and

5’-10”, is painted white, and has a modern

ends near the center of the room, and the

brass doorknob. The door on the east wall of

edge of the shower There is a modern toilet in

this room opens into this room from room

the northeast corner of the room. There are

103. It is a historic four raised-panel wood

also towel racks affixed to the east and north

door equipped with the same ornate glass

walls of this room.
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ROOM 107

Another set extend from floor to ceiling and

The kitchen represents the latest addition to

are located in what would be considered the

the house and is modern in comparison with

breakfast area of a contemporary home.

the older portions of the structure. There is
no historic context or materials in the kitchen
portion of the house.
Floor: Room 107 has new laminate floor.

Lighting: Two contemporary lighting fixtures
with nine globe lights per fixture light the
room.
Heating: There is no fireplace in this room.

Walls: The walls in this room are drywall and
painted a cream color. There is white crown
molding covering the joint between the walls
and the ceiling. A baseboard, approximately 3”
in height runs along the perimeter of the
room. Cabinetry is located on the north and
west walls. A solid surface countertop with
double stainless steel sink runs along the
north and west walls, and extends into the
center of the room. An electric stove is installed on the west wall. The alarm system and
the refrigerator are located on the east wall.
Ceiling: The ceiling is non-textured and flat. It
is painted the same cream color as are the
walls.
Doors: A Colonial six-panel door allows for

Figure 3.71: View of the cabinetry and lighting
in room 107.

exit from the Room 107 on the north facade.
This room also features louvered pantry door.
Windows: There are no historic windows in
this room. Two sets of paired six over six windows are located on the south facade. One
smaller pair is located above the kitchen sink.

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

91

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Windows: Six over six double-hung windows
are found on the south and east wall. The
windows measure 5’ x 2’- 7-1/2”. The casing is
3’-8” wide and the sash width is 2”.
Ceiling: A beaded board ceiling painted white
covers the room.
Lighting: There is a modern chandelier that
Figure 3.72: View of the south and west wall in
room 201.

by an electrical light switch.

ROOM 201

ROOM 202

Room 201 is part of phase one construction

Room 202 is part of phase one construction

and is located on the southeast side of the

and is a hallway that leads to the second floor

building. The room measures starting from

balcony. Starting at the north wall the room

the north wall 13’-8” x 13’ 5-1/2” x 6’-6” x 12’-

measures 14’-9-1/2” x 6’-7” x 8’-10” x 5’-7-

2” with a wall height of approximately 8’-2”

1/2” with a wall height of 8’-2”.

(see figure 3.72).
Floor: The floor is constructed from historical
tongue-and-groove 6” pine boards.

Floor: The floor is constructed from historical
tongue-and-groove 6” pine boards.
Walls: The walls are plaster and painted white.

Walls: The walls are plaster and painted white.

The 9-1/2” baseboard runs along all four

The HVAC closet has plywood walls, and was

walls and 3” crown molding surrounds the

not part of the historic structure. The 9-1/2”

top of all four walls. The molding and

baseboard runs along all four walls and a 3”

baseboard are painted white.

crown molding surrounds the top of all four
walls. The molding and baseboard are painted
white.
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hangs from the center of the ceiling powered

Door: There is an open doorway leading into
Room 204. There are doors leading into
rooms 203 and 201. The doorway leading on

Door: There is a painted white four-panel

to the second floor balcony measures 3’ x 6’ x

door on the north wall measuring 2’ 7-3/4” x

7-1/2” x 1-1/4” and has three vertical side-

6’-7-1/2” x 1’. The historic door has agateware

lights on each side of the door. The historic

knobs and a box strike plate with exterior

door has agateware knobs and a box strike

hinges.

plate with exterior hinges. The HVAC closet
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ROOM 203
Room 203 is part of phase one construction
is located on the northwest side of the building. Starting from the north wall the room
measures 14’-9” x 13’-5” x 15’-9” x 14’-8”
with a wall height of approximately 8’-2”
(see figure 3.74).
Floor: The floor is constructed from historical
tongue-and-groove 6” pine floor boards.
Walls: The walls are plaster and painted white.
The 9-1/2” baseboard runs along all four
walls and 3” crown molding surrounds the
top of all four walls. The molding and
baseboard are painted white.
Door: There is a painted white four-panel
Figure 3.73: View of the south and west wall in
room 201.

door on the north wall measuring 2’-7-1/2” x
5’-11” x 1-1/4”. The historic door has agate-

door is on the south wall and in a louver style,

ware knobs and a box strike plate with

measuring 2’ x 6’ 8” x 1.5’. A closet door of

exterior hinges.

particle measuring 2’ x 6’-8” x 1-1/2’ is
located on the north wall. The HVAC and
closet doors are not historic.
Windows: There are no windows present in
Room 202.
Ceiling: A beaded board ceiling painted white
covers the room.

Figure 3.74: View of the south and west wall in
room 203.
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Windows: Six over six double-hung windows

wall leads into Room 202. The west wall leads

are found on the south and east wall. The

into the attic.

windows measure 5’ x 2’-7-1/2”. The casing is
3’-8” wide and the sash width is 2”.

Windows: The second floor hallway has a
triple set of windows located on the west wall.

Ceiling: A beaded board ceiling painted white

This set of windows is 9’ wide x 3’-7”. The

covers the room.

window panes measure 7” x 9”. The mullion

Lighting: There is a modern chandelier that

width separating each window is 8”.

hangs from the center of the ceiling powered

Ceiling: A beaded board ceiling painted white

by an electrical light switch.

covers the room.

ROOM 204
Room 204 is part of the third or fourth phase
of construction and is the hallway that holds
the staircase connecting the first and second
level. The room was recently painted, making
it difficult to determine historic elements.
Starting with the north wall the room
measures 22’-3” x 9’-3” x 22’-1” x 9’-4” with
a wall height of 7’-8” (see figure 3.75).
Floor: The modern floor is constructed from
laminate.
Walls: With the exception of the south wall,
the walls are formed of plaster and painted
white. The south wall is composed of sheet
rock. The 9-1/2” baseboard runs along all
four walls and 3” crown molding surrounds
the top of all four walls. The molding and
baseboard have been painted white.
Door: There are three doorways in Room 204.
The north wall leads into Room 205. The east
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room and was most likely located on another
section of the house during an earlier period
(see figure 3.77). Two wood pine steps lead to
the next door on the east wall. This door leads
to room 203 and measures 2’-7-1/2” x 5’-11”
x 1-1/4”. It is a four paneled historic door
with agateware knobs and a box strike plate
with exterior hinges. The historic door on the
Figure 3.76: View of room 205 facing east.

northeast corner measures 1’-11” x 5’-11” x
1-1/4“ and leads to the air duct. It is a four
paneled door with agateware knobs and a box

ROOM 205
Room 205 is part of the third or fourth phase
of construction and currently occupies the
northwestern end of the home. The rooms
measures 12’-1” x 14”-8” and is 9’-4” high.

strike plate with exterior hinges. Two of the
doors are bordered with wood trim approximately 3“ in width; the door to the air duct is
bordered x 2-1/2” trim. Both the doors and
the trim are painted white (see figure 3.76).

Floor: The floor is constructed from historical
tongue-and-groove 6” pine floor boards.
Walls: The walls are made of plaster and are
painted a cream color. The 10“ baseboard
runs along all of the walls in this room and is
painted white. Three inch crown molding
which is painted white surrounds the tops
walls (see figure 3.77)
Doors: There are three doors in room 205.
One of the doors is located on its south wall
and leads to the hallway. This four paneled
door has porcelain knobs and a box strike
plate with exterior hinges. The door measures
2’ -7-3/4” x 6’-4-1/2 x 1-1/4”. It appears that
the top of this door was trimmed to fit this

Figure 3.77: View of room 205 looking west
towards the bathroom. Note door on south
wall that appears to be trimmed at the top.
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Windows: There are two six over six doublehung windows on the north wall. The
windows measure 5’ x 2-9-1/2”. Casing is
3’-8” wide; sash width is 2”.
Lighting: There is a modern chandelier
that hangs from the center of the ceiling
powered by an electrical light switch in the
southeastern corner of the room.
Ceiling: The ceiling is made from plywood
and is painted white. Wood trim which is also
painted white adorns the ceiling to create a
decorative nine-paneled ceiling. Underneath
the plywood is an earlier historic beaded
board ceiling made up of 5” panels and is
painted white. Since the crown molding surrounding the top walls sits directly under-

Figure 3.78: Northwest corner on room 206, the
second floor bathroom.

neath the ceiling it must been installed at the
same time as the plywood ceilings. There is an

Three-inch crown molding which is painted

HVAC vent on the ceiling’s north side.

white surrounds the tops walls.

ROOM 206
Room 206 is part of the third or fourth phase
of construction and currently serves as the
second floor bathroom and occupies the
western end of the home. The rooms
measures 7’ -6” x 12’ and is 9’-4” in height.
Floor: The floor is constructed from historical
tongue-and-groove 6” pine floor boards.
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Door: The door to room 206 is located on its
east wall. The door measures 2’ -71/2” x 6’- 51/2” x 1-1/4”. It is an historic six panel wood
door with porcelain knobs and a box strike
plate with exterior hinges. It is bordered with
wood trim approximately 2-1/2” in width.
Both the trim and the door are painted white.
Windows: The two six over six double-hung
windows in room 205, one on the north wall

Walls: The walls are made of plaster and are

and east wall. The windows measure 5’ x 2’ 7-

painted a cream color. The 10” baseboard

1/2”. The casing is 3’ -8” wide; the sash width

runs along all four walls and is painted white.

is 2”.
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Fixtures: The fixtures include a standard,

Doors

modern porcelain toilet, claw-footed cast-

The two front exterior doors are four raised-

iron tub, and a vanity with light blue cabinets,

panel wood doors that are more then likely

and a Formica countertop sink.

original to the house. The main front door

Ceiling: The ceiling is made from plywood
and is painted white. Wood trim which is also
painted white adorns the ceiling to create a
decorative six-paneled ceiling. Underneath
the plywood is an earlier historic beaded
board ceiling made up of 5” panels and is
painted white. Since the crown molding
surrounding the top walls sits directly underneath the ceiling it must been installed at the
same time as the plywood ceilings. There is an
HVAC vent on the ceiling’s north side.

decorative arched upper panels with beveled
wood and cove molding on all the panels. The
second floor balcony door is the same type
and materials as the front door but does not
have arches. Both of these doors are in excellent condition. The window lights surrounding both doors have historic etched patterns
which may be original.
The interior door styles on the first floor include four-panel (see figure 3.79), two-panel,
French, five-panel, and modern louver. Most

Lighting: There is a modern chandelier that

of the doors have raised panels. While the

hangs from the center of the ceiling powered

four panel style is more prevalent than any of

by an electrical light switch.

the other styles, this door style is located in
parts of the home built during different time

DOORS AND HARDWARE

periods. This would indicate that the doors

The doors in the Wells-Brown House are a

have been reused. All of the doors are in

variety of styles and periods. They are all

good condition requiring little repair. The

wood with the exception of the modern metal

modern louver doors located throughout the

exterior door in room 107. There are also a

house should be replaced with a door that is

variety of hardware styles from various time

more compatible with the historic panel

periods. It is important to understand which

doors. Of all the doors on the first floor,

doors are historic or modern, how to properly

Room 103’s west door is the most intriguing.

maintain the doors, and how to restore the

It is a four panel door, but unlike the other

hardware on those doors.

doors, it appears to be hand planed and
beveled, and the panels are flat. The door may
have even been fabricated on site during the
construction of the addition.
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Figure 3.79: Room 202 door.

Figure 3.80: Room 205 door.

Hardware
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The second floor door styles include the same

There are numerous styles and types of hard-

historic four-panel and six-panel doors (see

ware on the doors. The hardware on the two

figure 3.80), as well as modern louver and are

front exterior doors, including the twist bell

probably hollow-core doors. The historic

(see figure 3.81) is more than likely original

doors are in good condition. At least two of

and is in excellent condition (see figure 3.82).

the doors have been shortened to fit into their

While most of the interior door escutcheon

door frames. This is further proof that the

and handle sets are historic, it is unlikely that

doors have been shifted around the house.

they are original. The hinges may be original

The louver and particle board doors should

to the doors as there is no evidence that there

be replaced with more compatible doors such

were different hinges installed in the doors

as a four panel door that resembles the

edges or door frames. The majority of the

historic doors but has enough difference that

hinges are loose-pin hinges (see figure 3.83).

it will not be mistaken as historic.

Loose-pin hinges have a removable pin so

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE
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Figure 3.81: Front door
twist bell.

Figure 3.82: Front
door hardware.

Figure 3.84: Room 103 north door
hinge.

Figure 3.85: Room 101
north door.

Figure 3.87: Room 204 south door.

Figure 3.83: Room 104
French door hinge.

Figure 3.86: Room 201 north door.

Figure 3.88: Room 106 east door hardware.
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that a door can be removed by separating the

WINDOWS

two leaves. There are also butt hinges which

The historic

are secured to the abutting surfaces of a

windows of the

door and door jamb. The hinges have been

Wells-Brown House

installed either on the interior or exterior of

are all six over six

the doors and door frames.The hinges are

and double-hung

predominately brass and most of them are

with granite sills.

coated in paint (see figure 3.84). The door

The windows are in

handles and escutcheon plates (the decorative

good condition for

ornamental plate around the key hole) are a

a house of this age.

variety of styles and materials. The predomi-

All windows on the

nate style of knob and escutcheon is the

first floor of the

swirled glass knob with a brass plate (see

original I-house

figure 3.85). These are not typical for the time

portion (room 101,

period of the original construction or the ear-

102) of the house

lier addition. These were more then likely

are approximately 3’-2” x 6’-4”. The windows

added in the 1920s or 30s. Since there are no

of the second construction phase (room 105)

shadow marks from previous door hardware,

are 3’-2” x 5’-9”. The windows of the third

it may be likely that these doors were also

phase (room 103) are 3’-1” x 5’-8”. The

installed at the same time. Additional door

windows on the second floor of the structure

handles include historic porcelain knobs and

are 3’-1-1/2” x 5’-6” in height. The only

historic agateware fired pottery knobs (see

exception on the second floor is the set of

figures 8.86-8.87). There are also several

triple windows located on the west elevation.

examples of exterior mounted mortise locks

This set of windows is 9’ x 3’-7”. All windows

(see figure 3.88). They are iron and have

located along the first floor of the west/rear

several layers of paint. The strike plates

facade of the house are non-historic and vary

throughout the house are brass or iron box

in size (see figure 3.89).

strikes (see figure 3.88). These too have
several layers of paint on them. Many of the
lock sets do not work due to paint build-up
or improper installation.
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Figure 3.89: Typical six
over six double-hung
window in the WellsBrown House.
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Treatment, Recommendations &
Future Use

The Wells-Brown House is in good overall condition. The
following conditions assessment addresses the elements of
the exterior and interiors requiring repair, maintenance, or
observation. This section also presents recommended
treatments, following the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
for Rehabilitation and in response to the Stone Mountain
Historical Society’s plan to use the house as a museum and
event facility. Also included is an analysis of the expected work
required for the Wells-Brown House to comply with the Life
Safety Code which ensures the building will meet all criteria to
be considered a safe public space.
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Exterior

repainted. To determine the correct formula
for the mortar, a portion of the stucco should

104

EAST FACADE

be removed and analyzed.

The most evident potentially problematic

The porch is also exhibiting problems. The

conditions on the east facade concern the

north side of the east facade porch shows

stucco. The stucco is spalling severely on the

evidence of settling, as some of the pavers are

lower south corner of the facade (see figure

dislodged and mobile (see figure 4.3). This

4.1) and closer inspection indicates that this

could be an indication of foundation

is actually a previous repair job that is

problems under the porch, but since this area

spalling (spalling is the chipping or scaling of

is not accessible for observation, conditions

a hardened concrete masonry surface caused

cannot be verified. The four columns and two

by freeze-thaw cycles or the application of

pilasters are all exhibiting separation of the

deicing salts). Further inspection is needed to

pieces of wood at the joints (see figure 4.4).

determine exactly why the material is failing

This is probably due to expansion and

in this area and what can be done to correct

contraction of the wood during varying

the problem. Also, there are cracks in the

weather and climate and the columns are

stucco running vertically between the sills

showing signs of moisture retention and rot.

and lintels on both sides of the upper and

Thorough investigation of the columns

lower-level windows, respectively (see figure

should be undertaken as soon as possible.

4.2). The same type and position of crack

Verification of the conditions inside the

appears on the north and south facades of the

columns will be necessary and the metal

house. These should be monitored (via use of

flashing should be removed to investigate the

the gauge process described for the porch

concealed conditions of the base molding.

foundation in the paragraph on foundation

Sensitive repair of the columns, where possi-

conditions) for verification that they are not

ble, should be undertaken as soon as possible.

growing, as this would indicate possible

In instances where repair is not possible, the

structural instability. In the event that struc-

failed areas of the columns should be replaced

tural instability is not detected, these cracks

with accurate reproductions from like materi-

should be carefully patched with a historical-

als. Their flashing will also need to be

ly-appropriate lime-based mortar and

repainted (see figure 4.5).
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Figure 4.1: East facade, spalling stucco on lower
south corner.

Figure 4.3: Evidence of settling on north
portion of porch.

Figure 4.2: East facade, cracks in stucco running
vertically between window sills and lintels

Figure 4.4: East facade, column damage.

Figure 4.5: East facade, peeling paint on column flashing.
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may necessitate repainting in some areas.
There is minimal chipping and gauging in the
Masonite siding above the crawlspace entry
on the west end of the facade (see figure 4.9).
Although not serious, movement of people
and equipment through this space should be
carefully monitored to prevent further
damage of this kind.
Figure 4.6: North facade, cracks in stucco
running vertically between window sills and
lintels.

There are two shutters, one on each of the
two east windows on the facade, missing from
the structure (see figure 4.10). These should

NORTH FACADE

be replaced in kind, and their hardware

As with the east facade, the stucco displays the

should be repaired if possible. If the hardware

most evident problematic conditions on this

cannot be repaired, it should be replaced in

facade. The same pattern of cracking running

kind with appropriate materials.

between the sills and lintels of the upper and
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lower-level windows is apparent (see figure

Finally, there is evidence of water damage on

4.6) and will need to be monitored as previ-

the soffit of the boxed cornice, particularly at

ously described. The structure is also showing

the west corner of the facade (see figure 4.11).

signs of wear on the west edge of this facade,

It is possible that this is old water damage

where there are multiple grooves and inden-

that occurred before the current roof was

tations in the corner of the structure (see

installed, but this damage should be thor-

figure 4.7). These have been covered in paint,

oughly investigated by a professional to verify

so they are not extremely recent, but should

that the cause of the damage has been cor-

still be monitored for further deterioration.

rected. Once the cause is corrected, this area

There is also residue from past vine growth

should be investigated for stability and

on the surface of this facade, some of which is

weatherproof status. All of the current mate-

actually painted onto the structure (see figure

rial should be retained, if possible, and sensi-

4.8). This residue should be removed, where

tively repaired. In the event that any of the

possible, to prevent moisture retention and

material needs replacing, this should be done

enhance the appearance of the facade. This

using like materials.
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Figure 4.9: North facade, Masonite siding
damage above crawl space access door.

Figure 4.7: North facade, grooves and indents
in stucco on the corner of second-phase
construction.

Figure 4.10: North facade, lower east window
showing missing shutter.

Figure 4.8: North facade, vine growth residue
on foundation and exterior wall.

Figure 4.11: North facade, water damage on the
soffit of the boxed cornice on the roof.
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Figure 4.12: West facade, vine growth residue
on Masonite siding.

Figure 4.13: West facade, water damage on the
soffit of the boxed cornice on the roof

WEST FACADE

locations on this facade: the soffit of the over-

The multiple grooves and indentions in the

hang of the roof on the central portion of the

corner of the structure that were evident on

facade, and the soffit of the boxed cornice on

the west edge of the north facade wrap

the north portion of the upper level. The

around to the north edge of the west facade as

latter is the most alarming damage as rot and

well (see figure 4.7). There is also unevenness

roof failure are evident from the ground (see

in the stucco on the other side of the north

figure 4.14). Again, this may be damage that

upper-level window, which could indicate a

occurred prior to the recent roof replacement,

previous repair. This area of the facade should

but both areas should be investigated

be monitored for signs of recurring problems

thoroughly for verification. They should also

in the stucco. Old vine growth residue of the

be repaired sensitively, particularly where rot

same type found on the north facade (see fig-

is evident, as soon as possible in order to

ure 4.12) appears on the Masonite siding on

prevent the re-entry of water from improper-

this facade as well, and should be removed.

ly sealed areas.

The hanging metal gutter on top of the south

SOUTH FACADE

end of the roof is damaged and should be re-

This facade is the most extensively damaged

placed as soon as possible, as the build-up of

on the house. As with the east and north

debris is currently clearly visible in the dam-

facades, the stucco displays the most evident

aged area. This could lead to moisture and

conditions on this facade. The same pattern

extensive drainage problems if not corrected.

of cracking running between the sills and lin-

Moisture damage has emerged in two

tels of the upper and lower-level windows is
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apparent (see figure 4.14), and should be

two feet of the facade (see figure 4.17). As this

monitored as previously discussed. There is

coat is not weather-resistant, it will need to be

evidence of extensive repairs to the stucco

sensitively repaired with an historically

having been performed in various areas of

appropriate lime-based mortar, repainted as

this facade, particularly, in the lower east cor-

soon as possible (to make it weather-resis-

ner (see figure 4.15). Since there does not ap-

tant), and regularly monitored in the future.

pear to have been a reoccurrence of problems,
there is no indication of structural problems,

The minimal foundation that is visible on this

but these areas will still need to be monitored

facade (approximately one foot beneath the

for potential future failure. There are also

west portion, reducing to a few inches under

deep, arch-shaped grooves in the stucco

the east portion) appears to have been re-

which are the result of tree branches scraping

pointed in places with Portland cement (see

the house repeatedly over a period of many

figure 4.18). As this is a historic portion of the

years (see figure 4.16). Finally, the paint is

foundation, it was originally mortared with

peeling and the stucco is spalling on the lower

the same lime-based material found in the

Figure 4.14: South facade, cracks in stucco running vertically between window sills and lintels.

Figure 4.15: South facade, repaired stucco in
lower east corner.
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Figure 4.18: South facade, Portland cement
repointing on foundation.

historic stones to which it is applied during
normal expansion and contraction in varying
climates. The result is often survival of the
Portland cement, but complete deterioration
of the historic material, in this case, stone.
Figure 4.16: South facade, stucco damage due
to tree branch motion.

To prevent this, historically appropriate
lime-based mortar should always be used to
repoint the masonry. Finally, the left shutter
on the lower-level east window is damaged,
and should be repaired for aesthetic purposes
as well as rot prevention.

FOUNDATION
Under the original portion of the home, the
foundation remains in impressive condition.
Figure 4.17: South facade, peeling paint and
spalling stucco on lower portion of facade.

There is evidence of floor joist deterioration
and the condition of the floor joists, particularly under the northeast corner of the struc-
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historic foundation supporting the rest of the

ture, should be monitored. Also, some of the

house. Portland cement repointing is inap-

sporadic wooden members that have been

propriate for historic masonry, as Portland

wedged under some floor joists have deterio-

cement is much stronger than lime-based

rated completely (see figure 4.19), and may

mortar, and therefore will often damage the

need to be replaced, if careful monitoring of
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Figure 4.19: Disintegration of wooden posts
that support some areas of the house.

Figure 4.22: Failing mortar in exterior of
foundation on north side of porch.

the areas they formerly supported reveals
such. There is also evidence of extensive powder post beetle damage (refer to figure 4.20).
There is evidence of termite damage under
the western portion of the house (refer to figFigure 4.20: Power post beetle damage on floor
joists and subfloor.

ure 4.21). A thorough inspection and treatment by an exterminator is in order. Currently, the deterioration does not seem to have
reached a point that would require joist replacement, but if the infestation is active and
not treated promptly, replacement may become necessary. Replacement should retain as
much of the original joist material as possible.
The exterior of the foundation is also showing damage. The mortar is failing in the foundation on the north side of the porch (see fig-

Figure 4.21: Termite damage on floor joists.

ure 4.22). The structural stability of the porch
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Figure 4.23: Lichen growth on foundation
exterior.

Figure 4.24: North façade, peeling paint on
exterior foundation.

should first be verified by placing a gauge

Finally, the paint is peeling off parts of the

over one of the mortar cracks. The porch can

painted foundation, particularly on the

be declared structurally sound as long as the

north facade (see figure 4.24). This should

gauge does not show any change in the crack

be patched and repainted as the stucco

over time. Once structural stability is verified,

underneath is not weather-resistant.

re-pointing will be appropriate. This
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re-pointing should be done with like materi-

ROOF

als in the same beaded joint style as is original

The gutter system must be repaired and

to the porch. There is lichen growth in multi-

maintained. While much of the gutter system

ple areas on the exterior of the foundation

seems to be adequately fastened to the

(see figure 4.23). This indicates that the foun-

roofline and downspouts seem to be func-

dation is holding moisture. Cutting some of

tioning, there are sections that are clogged

the shrubbery found around the house back

with debris. These clogs can result in the

and away from the foundation should allow

retention of moisture and contribute to the

the foundation to dry out more easily. The

decay of wood architectural elements. Sched-

lichen needs to be scraped off using the gen-

uled cleaning and inspection of the gutter

tlest means possible. Then the foundation

system should occur twice a year at the mini-

should be washed with a gentle detergent.

mum; probably more often during the fall.

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

TREATMENT, RECOMMENDATIONS

&

FUTURE USE

The primary roofs over the oldest sections of
the building are clad in asphalt shingles that
are in good condition. However, the shed
roofs over the stair hall, south wing, and rear
kitchen addition need to be shingled in rolled
asphalt, asphalt shingles, or some other sturdy
roofing material. Additionally, flashing at the
junction of these roofs with the primary roof
need to be assessed for gaps and repaired.

ATTIC
No signs of significant structural failure were
observed in any of the attic spaces surveyed
however, some rot was observed in the attic
space around the northern chimney. The
loose boards along the junction of the shed
roof above room 204 and the main block and
north wing featured damage from moisture

Figure 4.25: Room 101, separation of base
molding and baseboard from east wall.

exposure. Additionally, gaps in the flashing
were also observed in this portion of the roof.

has occurred since the restoration. This
damage also may be the result of termite

Interior

infestation. Removing the base molding and
baseboard would enable further investigation

ROOM 101

and possible verification of this assessment. If

As this room was recently restored by the

termite damage is verified, it will need to be

Stone Mountain Historical Society, there does

further determined that there is no active

not appear to be many problematic

infestation, which would require examination

conditions. However, on the south end of the

and treatment by an exterminator. If the dam-

east wall, the base molding and baseboard are

age is severe enough after treatment, or once

warped and separating from the wall (see

the wood is determined inactive, it may be

figure 4.25). This may be due to moisture

necessary to cut out the damaged wood and

damage, and as this room was recently

replace it in kind. Peeling paint on the mantel

restored, it is possible that this is damage that

is the only other condition in this room.
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ROOM 102 AND ROOM 104
Room 102 is in very good condition. As the
point of entry for the house it has received
the most care and attention. It has also been
remodeled to include modern materials. The
rooms located in the northern section of the
house are in much better overall condition
than those located on the south. The walls,
ceiling and flooring are all in good condition
although not historic. If problems occur in
the room, the opportunity to investigate any
surviving original material should be taken

Figure 4.26: Room 103, evidence of water
damage on bead board ceiling.

when modern materials are removed. In
addition, room 104, the first floor hallway, is
in very good condition.

ROOM 103
This is by far the most extensively damaged
room on the lower level. There is extensive
evidence of old water damage. Throughout
the room, but particularly in the east portion,
the beaded board is stained and losing its
paint (see figure 4.26). It can be surmised that
rot has probably set in, and therefore, these
boards will need to be investigated. The
current paint will need to be removed. The
overall stability and remaining structure of
the ceiling needs to be investigated by a professional. Depending on the amount of damage, reinforcement may be recommended.
Concerning the damaged areas of the beaded
board, if they can be saved, as currently
appears to be the case, sensitive repair is in
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Figure 4.27: Room 103, evidence of water
damage in northeast corner of room (where
the chimney meets the ceiling).
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order. This might involve using a wood
epoxy to stabilize the pieces. Where the beaded board is not salvageable, in-kind replacement will be necessary. Obviously, all of this
should be done before the ceiling is repainted.
On the walls, both plaster and ornament are
showing damage. In the northeast corner of
the room (where the chimney meets the ceiling) (see figure 4.27), over the window that
was converted from a door (see figure 3.65),

Figure 4.29: Room 103, plaster cracking above
the door on the north wall.

and on the west half of the south wall (see
figure 4.28) are just a few of the places that
plaster is failing and wood molding is damaged, rotting, or missing. The large piece of
furniture positioned in the southwest corner
of the room needs to be removed to enable
inspection of the overall structural conditions
of the south wall (see figure 3.60). The brown
staining found in these and other areas in the
room indicates past water damage. This is
Figure 4.30: Room 103, discoloring and staining
of plaster and separation of baseboard from
wall on lower west corner of north wall.

most likely left over from before the recent
roof replacement, as most of the damage
occurs at or near the top of the ceiling. No
current water leaks were found in this room
during investigation, as no dripping water or
visible moisture was witnessed. However, it
Figure 4.28: Room 103, evidence of water
damage and mold growth in upper southwest
corner; plaster spalling to reveal red sub-layer
on upper south wall.

will need to be verified that the cause is
indeed corrected before repair is pursued. If
there are still active leaks, these must be
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corrected before any surface repair can pro-

should be undertaken before any repainting

ceed. Surface repair should be done sensitive-

or repairs are initiated.

ly: the remaining ornament that can be saved
should be repaired and reaffixed. A craftsman
skilled in plaster wall construction and application should evaluate the walls to determine

ROOM 104 AND 105
Much like room 102, room 104 and 105 are
also in good condition. No significant
problematic conditions exist.

how extensive a repair job is needed. The
plaster is cracking over the north door, and
these cracks will need to be monitored in the
same fashion as those on the exterior of the
house (see figure 4.29). Once it is verified that
these cracks are not worsening (and there is
therefore no serious structural problem), then
these should be sensitively repaired with
historically appropriate plaster as well. There
is evidence of mold or staining from past
mold in the upper southwest corner of the
room (see figure 4.27), indicating that this
plaster may still be retaining excess moisture.
This should be investigated immediately. The
plaster has also spalled in this corner to reveal
a sub-layer of red material (see figure 4.27).
Under the east window and in the lower west
corner of the north wall, there is more discoloring and staining apparent (see figure 4.30).
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ROOM 106
This room is part of fifth-phase construction,
and therefore is in much better condition
than the older portions of the house, but is
also much less historically significant. There
are no apparent problematic conditions in
this room, save for some warped and splitting
vinyl flooring in the east portion of the main
room, close to the toilet, and in the south
portion of the main room, by the shower.
These splits may have been caused by
moisture, so the floor below the damage
should be inspected for verification that no
excess moisture retention or rot is occurring.
If conditions beneath the vinyl flooring are
stable, injecting adhesive under the pieces and
applying pressure should re-secure the
flooring material to the floor.

The cause of these problems will need to be

SECOND FLOOR

determined as well. The baseboard in the

There is severe water damage throughout the

lower west corner of the north wall appears to

second level that is made evident by cracking

be separating from the wall, and this, too, will

on the walls and damage on the ceiling.

need further investigation. Removal of the

Because the moisture damage is found on in-

baseboard and professional investigation of

terior and exterior walls, it appears there is a

the underlying wall will be necessary. This

leak in the roof that spread throughout the
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house. Upon inspection, none of the moisture
damage appears to be active. The moisture
damage is most likely from the faulty roof
that was recently replaced since most of the
damage occurs at or near the top of the
ceiling. Most likely, the damage has ceased
since the new roof was put on. However,
before any repairs to the room can be made, it
is important to inspect the home for any
active leaks. The house should be fully
examined during a heavy rain to determine
whether or not there are still any active leaks.

Figure 4.31: Room 201, cracks appearing
around south window.

As with the first floor, the cracks on the
second floor should be monitored. If there
are no serious structural problems, the cracks
will need to be patched. Once the damage has
been accessed the surface repairs may be
completed. The extent of repair work needed
to the walls and windows should be assecced
by a professional. Repairs should occur using
the gentlest means possible and all repairs
should be replaced in kind whenever possible.

ROOM 201

Figure 4.32: Paint peeling on the ceiling in
Room 201.

There is severe moisture damage to this room
evident from cracking on every wall, the
worst appearing on the west and east walls.
Further moisture damage appears around the
windows which are surrounded by mildew.
There is also severe cracking around the
frames of the south and east window. The
beaded board ceiling has severe paint peeling
on the north side (see figures 4.31-4.33)
Figure 4.33: Cracks along the wall in Room 201
are evident of moisture damage in the walls.
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ROOMS 205 AND 206
Chipped plaster and cracks can be found on
the west wall in room 206. In addition, peeling paint and brown spots (mildew) can also
be found in this area—both the result of
moisture damage. There are cracks on the top
west wall and east wall of room 205 as well as
peeling paint and chipped plaster (see figures
4.35-4.36).

Figure 4.34: View of the south window in room
203 with moisture damage around the window
and wall.

ROOM 202

Figure 4.35: Chipped plaster and cracks on the
northwest wall of room 205.

There is cracking and moisture damage on
the north and south wall. This may be caused
by the same moisture problem effecting
rooms 201 and 203 (see figure 4.34). The
cracks should be investigated at the same time
the damage and repairs to these rooms are
being determined.

ROOM 204
The beaded board ceiling covers the room
with slight water damage. The ceiling should
be repainted.
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Figure 4.36: Peeling paint and cracks on the top
west wall of room 206.
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Underneath the plywood ceiling in room

used with cheese cloth or cotton swabs. The

205 and 206 is an earlier historic beaded

use of a scrub brush or any other abrasive

board ceiling made up of 5” panels which are

cleaning tool is strongly discouraged as it may

painted white. It is recommended that the

scratch the surfaces. Once the hardware is all

earlier historic beaded board ceilings be

clean and polished, it may be re-installed by a

revealed and restored. Since the three inch

professional door hanging contractor that is

crown molding surrounding the top walls sits

familiar with historic door hardware. Any

directly underneath the ceiling it must have

hardware components that are not usable

been installed at the same time as the

can be replaced with a similar modern

plywood ceilings. If the plywood ceilings are

component. The restored hardware should be

removed, this crown molding will also need

carefully protected anytime the doors are

to be removed since it was not part of the

painted in the future.

earlier beaded board ceiling décor.

DOORS AND HARDWARE
Properly maintained and installed hardware
is critical to the door system. The hardware
should be removed and inventoried noting
which room and which door on which it
was installed. The first step is removing the
layers of paint on the door hardware components. The Secretary of Interior Standards
recommends using the gentlest means possible. One effective way to remove most if not
all the paint is using water and a gentle
soap. Soaking the hardware in a crock pot

WINDOWS
The existing windows are in good condition
and need only minor repairs. The louvered
window shutters are damaged in some
locations. One shutter on each of the north
facade windows of rooms 102 and 203 are
missing and should be replaced. The shutter
of the window on the south facade of room
101 has damaged louvers and should be
repaired. The historic windows of the WellsBrown House are no longer operable due to
the excess layers of paint that has built up
over time (see figures 4.37-4.38)

turned to low with just water and a very

Existing windows should be preserved

gentle soap is a technique used by many

including all shutters. Damaged shutters

antique hardware dealers. Caution should be

should be repaired and missing shutters

exercised in the disposal of the water, as more

replaced to match existing. It is recommend-

then likely, some of the paint layers will

ed that excess paint be removed to facilitate

contain lead. If paint still remains on the

operation of the windows adding to the

hardware, a turpentine/water solution may be

authenticity of the house.
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Figure 4.37: Shutter damage around window on
south facade (room 101).

Figure 4.38: Missing shutters on the north
facade of original section of house (rooms 102
and 203).

OUBUILDING
The Wells-Brown outbuilding is in poor
condition. The tree located at the rear of the
structure has caused major deterioration of
the western portion of the building. The
interior flooring is failing and the foundation
on the western side is damaged due to the
tree encroachment.
Although relocation of structures is generally
not encouraged, it may prove crucial to the
survival of this structure. Upon repair, the
building might be moved forward (east) three
to five feet to ensure its survival. The original
wood siding of the shed exists on the south
and west elevations and has a 5-1/2” reveal.
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Figure 4.39: Outbuilding foundation damage
due to tree encroachment.
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Unsympathetic repairs have been made to

For the first floor of the house, that would be

the south facade of the building including

approximately 198 people. Unfortunately,

the utilization of corrugated metal to patch

because the second floor has only one means

the bottom section of the building. The

of egress (the stairs) then the maximum load

corrugated metal should be replaced with

capacity recommended would be 10 people

siding to match the historic siding. The

unless a second exit were to be constructed.2

flooring located at the back or western

Additionally, the local code official will look

portion of the building should be replaced.

at each floor and require corrective changes.

Life Safety Code
Compliance

FIRST FLOOR
The first floor does have two remote means of
egress but both exit doors currently swing

The Stone Mountain Historic Society’s plans

inward. Since the rear exterior door is not his-

to utilize the Wells Brown house as a special

toric, the door can be re-installed to swing

event facility and museum will require certain

outward. The front door is historic and more

changes to be made to the structure to ensure

than likely original, so compliance alterna-

that national and local building and life safety

tives may be possible. There is currently a fire

codes are met. Creating a safe public space

alarm pull station located at the front door,

and keeping the historic structure intact

but another one should be installed at the

requires a collaborative process between

rear exit. Additionally, smoke detectors

the owners and the local building and fire

should be installed in every room especially

officials.

any closets that will be used for storage

The International Building Code 2000 (IBC),

SECOND FLOOR

Chapter 34 requires that when a structure’s

The second floor has many more code

use changes, compliance to code is required

compliance issues. The primary concern is

for the new use.1 If the Wells Brown House

the proposed addition of archives storage. In

changes from residential to an assembly/spe-

terms of life safety, this is the most hazardous

cial events facility then the house must com-

use as it creates an increased combustible fuel

ply with code requirements for an assembly

load in a normally non-occupied space. His-

use. The IBC permits a maximum occupancy

torically, storage areas have been one of the

load of one person per seven square feet of

primary areas where fires occur. Installing a

public space when two means of egress exists.

one hour fire rated door to the room where
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the archives will be located may be required.

requirements ultimately rests with the local

Additionally, a conservative code official

officials. An open dialogue with the local

could demand that a second means of egress

jurisdiction official is critical to ensure that

be created. If a second means of egress is

the historic elements of the Wells-Brown

required, it should be installed in the rear of

House are preserved while also complying

the building so that it has minimal impact on

with important building and life safety codes.

the front and side facades. A fire access
stairway is usually constructed of metal.
Choosing a style of railing should take into
consideration the aesthetics of the home. The
access door to the metal stair would then be
installed where the rear windows are located
in Rooms 204/205. The local official will be

Proposed Future Uses
The Wells-Brown house will be used by the
Stone Mountain Historical Society in a
variety of ways. Some of the proposed uses
are: event facility, library or museum, and
educational facility.

looking for easy access and opening of the
door. The door can comply with code and

The first floor is envisioned as an event

still be compatible to the structure. Alterna-

facility. The main concern that will need to be

tive compliance solutions could include

addressed is capacity. Fire codes and regula-

installing a sprinkler system in the second

tions will need to be used to check that the

floor or installing smoke detectors in every

number of people attending will be consid-

room including storage closets.

ered safe. Furthermore, the higher foot traffic
will also mean that the house will need more

While the IBC is the national code, local officials will also use the Georgia Uniform Act for
the Application of Building and Fire Related
Codes to Existing Buildings, Section 8-2-200.
The Georgia code permits authorized code
officials to allow repairs, alterations,
additions, change of use or occupancy of
existing buildings without total compliance

frequent inspections to ensure that moisture
will not be a cause of damage in the interiors.
Another concern will be financial; will the
income from the facility rental be able to pay
for taxes and insurance? Does the Society
have any other plans to ensure that the taxes
and insurance are paid even if the rental income is not sufficient to pay them?

of regulatory code with general conditions.3
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However, the degree of compliance cannot be

The second floor is envisioned as a library or

below that existing before the changes.4 The

museum. If public access is the goal, the main

final decision regarding code compliance

concern that will need to be addressed is
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safety. Due to fire safety, there should be two
means to exit the building from the floor;
however there is currently only one way to
exit the second floor. This may seem more
difficult and an expert should be consulted
on how to solve this issue.
The educational programs present some of
the same concerns as presented in the event
facility discussed above, such as the number
of people that will be involved and the length
of visitation. Another concern will be the
extent of the damage to the backyard during
the archaeological digs. To locate some of
the items needed for the educational
programming, a partnership with a local
museum could be established. Furthermore,
experts in the subject presented should be
contacted to present the material.
Notes
1. IBC 2000 Section 3405.1
2. IBC 2000 Table 1003.2.2.2
3. GA Code 8-2-204
4. Ibid (3).

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

123

PHOTO KEYS

EXTERIOR PHOTOKEY

124

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

PHOTO KEYS

ROOM 101 PHOTOKEY

ROOM 102 PHOTOKEY

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

125

PHOTO KEYS

ROOM 103 PHOTOKEY

ROOM 104 AND 105 PHOTOKEY

126

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

PHOTO KEYS

ROOM 106

AND

107 PHOTOKEY

SECOND FLOOR
PHOTOKEY

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

127

Appendix

APPENDIX

Oral History
Phone Interview with Dixie Wilson of 324 Valley Lake Drive
Georgia





Stone Mountain,

30087

November 20, 2006 by Nicole Mullen
Mullen: How many years did you live beside the Wells?
Mrs. Wilson: I was living there since I was six years old, so sixty years and I am sixty-six
now. My family still owns the house beside the Wells house, but none of us live there now.
From third grade, I would go over to keep company with Mama Mary seven days a week.
Dr. Wells sister, Mama Mary, she would come out to the house and stay from April to
October because they didn’t have heating and air in the house. I would go over there in
the evenings after dinner and then spend the night and go back home in the morning.
When I got older and went out on dates Ms. Mary would be sitting there waiting on me. I
did this until I got married, this was 1948-1960. They paid me five dollars a week to come
and stay with her. We would sit around and chit-chat in the evenings.
No one lived in the house during the wintertime in those periods. Mama Mary’s niece
Jamie Wells Haren, lived in Decatur and she would live in Decatur with them during the
cold winter months and then come back out to the big house in April. Mama Mary had a
little electric heater and fans.It wasn’t ever really hot there in the summertime because
they had trees all around the yard and the stucco the house was made from helped keep it
cool. Ms. Mary was such a gracious little petite lady who always wore high heels.
Mullen: Do you know who came to the house after you got married and stopped staying
over in the summers?
Mrs. Wilson: By then she was older and was staying in Decatur all the time.
Mullen: What were the rooms used for while you stayed there?
Mrs. Wilson: When you go in the front door to the right, she had this secretary that was
filled with figurines and we could never touch it. After she passed away her niece opened
it for me and said “now touch anything you want to.” The first room on the right was my
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bedroom across from the parlor, and where the big bathroom is now, that used to be a
closet, and that is where Mary’s bedroom was [room 103]. She had a big old timey bed
that went to the ceiling and when she passed away my mother bought me that bed. I have
an old rocking chair from the house too that my mother bought. When you walk straight
down that hall, where the kitchen is where the windows line the wall, that used to be the
back porch and there was also a bathroom. The bathroom just had the commode and the
sink and the tub in there. There was a round table in the dining room. The window that has
the writing on it [in room 103] the window next to it, there used to be a door there, it just
went to the outside.
Mullen: How big was the screened porch where the kitchen is now? Did it extend out into
the yard?
Mrs. Wilson: No, it was the same size as it is now [the kitchen area where the windows
are on the west wall].
Mullen: What were the rooms upstairs used for?
Mrs. Wilson: We weren’t allowed to go upstairs that much. That was off limits to us; it was
not in use at that time. Now the front of the house, on the left hand side upstairs, if you’re
looking towards the street—that was a music room. There was a piano. Ms. Mary probably
went up there, but probably not that much because she was older. She wasn’t feeble; she
was just a little old lady with those heels all the time.
Mullen: What was the landscape surrounding the house like?
Mrs. Wilson: There were gardens between Mary’s house and our house, a black man,
named Sam kept the yard. There were roses planted like grapes, the way they would build
them up. And there used to be a fish pond in the back. They had an arbor back there with
flowers growing on it—just rose gardens everywhere in the back as well as on the side
over there. That driveway was not there. The planters that are out front on the porch, they
are the same that was there then, and the shrubbery that lines the side walks.
Mullen: Did she have any vegetable gardens?
Mrs. Wilson: No, just flowers.
Mullen: Was there any other out buildings on the property besides the one small building
in the back?
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Mrs. Wilson: That was a garden house in the back. Ms. Mary always had ferns on the front
porch. And in the wintertime Sam would put the ferns out in the little hot house back
there. He kept gardening tools back there too.
Mullen: What are your memories of the front porch?
Mrs. Wilson: Marietta, Mary’s great niece, she and I used to play on the front porch all the
time. Ms. Jamie, Marietta’s mother, had a doll, we used to play with. That doll and was the
same as the one in the historical photograph in the book of the girl with the doll sitting on
the front porch. Marietta Durham, she lives in Florida now. She used to come out for a few
months in the summertime.
Mullen: When did Ms. Mary pass away?
Ms. Wilson: I can’t remember. After she passed away they sold the house to two guys and
they’re the ones that painted it white. It used to be the old orange stucco looking stuff.
When you go into the house on the left hand side where a part is chipped away you can
see what it looked like before. They’re the ones that put central heat and air in it. Then they
changed the bathroom and extended the kitchen out and moved the tub and all upstairs.
They put the washer and dryer in the closet across from the dining room and made the
bathroom off of Mary’s room.
Mullen: What rooms did you spend the most time in?
Mrs. Wilson: We weren’t confined to anyone place in the evenings. My Mary had a chair
near the window and I had a chair near the door and she and I would just sit there and
read, or chit-chat, or whatever.
Mullen: Do you remember what the furniture was like?
Mrs. Wilson: The furniture was just old, I can see it in my mind but it’s not so easy to
describe.
Mullen: What was the kitchen like? Was it modern?
Mrs. Wilson: It was a pretty modern kitchen for the day. There was a sink, stove, and
refrigerator. There must have been a small table as I recall. Ollie would ride the bus from
Scottsdale to Stone Mountain everyday to take care of my Mary.
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Mullen: Who was Ollie?
Mrs. Wilson: Sam was the black gardener and Ollie was the black maid. She did the
cooking and cleaning for her, but there really wasn’t that much to clean. Sometimes my
sisters stayed over at the house too but I was the one that mostly stayed over there.
Mullen: Were there other relatives or friends that stayed over?
Mrs. Wilson: She didn’t have so many relatives, just Ms. Jamie and Mr. Robert Herron,
which was my Mary’s sister in law, they would come out sometimes on Sundays. Oh, and
she did have a telephone.
Mullen: Do you know how old Ms. Mary was when you stayed with her at the house?
Mrs. Wilson: I am not sure how old she was while she was staying there.
Mullen: Did Ms. Mary ever use the fireplaces?
Mrs. Wilson: We never used the fireplaces ever, just used the heaters when it got cool
enough.
Mullen: What was the lighting like? Were there chandeliers?
Mrs. Wilson: There was one crystal chandelier in the parlor and one in the dining room,
the rest of them were just light bulbs hanging from the ceiling. You had to pull a string and
I am sure it had some sort of globe around it but I can’t remember now.
Mullen: Is there anything else you would like to tell me about the house?
Mrs. Wilson: It was just an elegant house and I was just the richest person and the most
blessed person to get to stay there.
Follow-up call by Mrs. Wilson on the evening of November 20, 2006
Mrs. Wilson: I went and visited the graveyard today and Ms. Mary Eliza Wells was born on
January 30, 1875 and she died on July 5, 1961. She was eight-six years old when she died.
Ms. Mary was seventy-three when I started sleeping over her house. Dr. Wells was her
brother; his birth date is October 27, 1872. He died January 1, 1945 at the age of seventythree.
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Follow-up Questions as per Neil Bowen’s request on November 21, 2006
Mullen: Did Ollie [the maid] of any other servants stay over night?
Mrs. Wilson: No servants stayed in the house; Ollie was the only one and she went home
every night.
Mullen: Was there an office in the house?
Mrs. Wilson: No, there was no office when I stayed there. Marietta told Katherine [Mrs.
Wright] something about his office being in the house.
Mullen: Were there any other means of getting upstairs besides the stairs?
Mrs. Wilson: No, there was no other access to upstairs.
Mullen: Do you remember anything about the pump outside?
Mrs. Wilson: The pump was not in use when I was staying there.
Mullen: Could you describe in more detail the location of the screen porch, bathroom and
kitchen?
Mrs. Wilson: There was a wall and then there was a door that leads from the screened
porch to the kitchen. If you walk straight down hall, you walked into the screened in porch
and then the bathroom was at the end of that porch where the windows are now. It was at
the end of the screened in porch like it was one room, just take the dining area now and
pretend it was a screened in porch and those windows, where they are now, were the
bathroom. The kitchen was very small and was to the right.
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Glossary
Alignment: The arrangement of objects along a straight line.
Asphalt Shingles: A type of roofing material composed of layers of saturated felt, cloth or
paper, and coated with a tar, or asphalt substance, and granules.
Association: Association refers to the link of a historic property with a historic event,
activity or person. Also, the quality of integrity through which a historic property is linked
to a particular past time and place.
Baluster: A spindle or post supporting the railing of a balustrade.
Balustrade: An entire railing system with top rail and balusters.

Balustrade

Bargeboard: A decoratively carved board attached to the projecting edges of the rafters
under a gable roof; also called a vergeboard.
Bay: The regular division of the facade of a building, usually defined by windows or other
vertical elements.
Bay Window: A window in a wall that projects at an angle from another wall.
Block Face: A reference to the structures on one side of the street or on the same side of
the block.
Board and Batten: Vertical plank siding with joints covered by narrow wood strips.
Bond: The pattern in which bricks are laid to increase the strength or enhance the design.
Bracket: A small carved or sawn wooden projecting element which supports a horizontal
member such as a cornice or window or door hood.
Bulkhead: The base that supports a storefront window.
Capital: The upper portion of a column or pilaster.
Capital

136

WELLS-BROWN HOUSE

APPENDIX

Certificate of Appropriateness: A document issued by the Atlanta Urban Design
Commission upon approval of a submitted renovation plan by the owner of property
located in a Historic and Cultural Conservation District within the Atlanta city limits. The
certificate may be issued allowing rehabilitation as it has been proposed by the applicant,
or it may be issued with conditions which must be followed by the property owner. Along
with the Certificate of Appropriateness, the property owner is required to get a building or
demolition permit from the City of Atlanta Bureau of Buildings.
Chamfer: A surface produced by beveling an edge or corner, usually at a 45 degree angle,
at the edge of a board or post.
Chimney: A vertical structure containing one or more flues to provide draft for fireplaces,
and to carry off gaseous products from fireplaces or furnaces. In Cabbagetown, chimneys
must be faced in brick.
Clapboard: Siding consisting of overlapping, narrow horizontal boards, usually thicker at
one edge than the other.
Column: A vertical shaft or pillar that supports, or appears to support, weight above.
Contributing Structure: Buildings that are historic, are exceptionally designed, or are
directly associated with the historical period of that district.
Coping: A cap or covering to a wall, either flat or sloping, to shed water.
Cornerboard: A vertical strip of wood placed at the corners of a frame building.
Cornice: A projecting molding at the top of a wall surface, such as may be found below
the eaves of a roof.
Cornice Return: The extension of the cornice molding in a new direction, onto a short
length of the gable.
Dentil: Small square blocks closely spaced to decorate a cornice.
Design: Design refers to the elements that create the physical form, plan, space, structure
and style of a property.
Dormer: A small window with its own roof that projects from a sloping roof.
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Double Hung Window: A window with two sashes, one sliding vertically over the other.
Downspout: A pipe for directing rain water from the roof to the ground.
Eave: The edge of a roof that projects beyond the face of a wall.
Elevation: The external face of a building or a drawing of the external wall.
Entablature: The horizontal group of boards immediately above the column capitals.
Facade: The front face or elevation of a building.
Fascia: A flat board with a vertical face that forms the trim along the edge of a flat roof, or
along the horizontal, or “eave” sides of a pitched roof.
Feeling: Feeling refers to how a historic property evokes the aesthetic sense of a
past time and place.
Fenestration: The arrangement of windows in a building.
Form: The overall shape of a structure (e.g., most structures are rectangular in form).
Fretwork: Ornamental woodwork, cut into a pattern, often elaborate.
Gable: The triangular section of a wall to carry a pitched roof.
Glazing: Fitting glass into windows and doors.
Head: The top of the frame of a door or window.
In-Kind Replacement: To replace a feature of a building with materials of the same
characteristics, such as material, texture, color, etc.
Integral Porch: A porch that is formed from the overhang of the roof, it is not an addition
to a house, but is built as a part of the original structure.
Integrity: A property (or historic district) retains its integrity, if a sufficient percentage of
the structure (or district) dates from the period of significance. The majority of a building’s
structural system and materials should date from the period of significance and its
character defining features also should remain intact. These may include architectural
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details, such as dormers and porches, ornamental brackets and moldings and materials, as
well as the overall mass and form of the building.
Jigsawn woodwork: Pierced curvilinear ornament made with a jig or scroll saw.
Lattice: An openwork grill of interlacing wood strips, used as screening.
Light: A section of a window, the pane or glass.
Lintel: A horizontal beam bridging an opening, usually of wood or stone, carrying the
weight of the structure above.
Masonry: Wall material such as brickwork or stonework.
Mass: The physical size and bulk of a structure.
Material: Material refers to the physical elements that were combined or deposited in a
particular pattern or configuration to form a historic property.
Moulding: A long, narrow strip of wood or metal which is plain, curved or formed with
regular channels and projections, used for covering joints and for decorative purposes.
Mortar: A mixture of cement-like material (such as plaster, cement, or lime) combined
with water and a fine aggregate (such as sand). Used in masonry construction between
bricks or stones to hold them in place.
Mullion: A vertical post dividing a window into two or more
lights.
Muntin: The strip of wood separating the lights ina window.
Non-Contributing Structure: Generally those structures built
after the historical period of the
district.
Orientation: Generally, orientation refers to the manner in
which a building relates to the street. The entrance to the
building plays a large role in the orientation of a building.

Window Componenets

Period of Significance: Span of time in which a property
attained the historic significance.
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Pervious: Open to passage or entrance; permeable.
Pier: An upright structure of masonry which serves as a principal support.
Pilaster: A rectangular pillar attached, but projecting from a wall, resembling a classical
column.
Pitch: The degree of slope of a roof, usually given in the form of a ratio such as 6:12, or
rise:run. Rise is the vertical dimension, and run is the horizontal dimension.
Preservation: The act or process of applying measures to sustain the existing form, integrity
and materials of a building or structure, and the existing form and vegetative cover of a
site. It may include initial stabilization work, where necessary, as well as ongoing
maintenance of the historic building materials.
Protection: The act or process of applying measures designed to affect the physical
condition of a property by defending or guarding it from deterioration, loss or attack
or to cover or shield the property from danger of injury. In the case of buildings and
structures, such treatment is generally of a temporary nature and anticipates future
historic preservation treatment; in the case of archaeological sites, the protective
measure may be temporary or permanent.
Rabbet: A cut or groove along or near the edge of a piece of wood that allows another
piece to fit into it to form a joint.
Reconstruction: The act or process of reproducing by new construction the exact form
and detail of a vanished building, structure or object, or part thereof, as it appeared at a
specific period of time.
Rehabilitation: The act or process of returning a property to a state of utility through repair
or alteration which makes possible an efficient contemporary use while preserving those
portions or features of the property which are significant to its historical, architectural
and cultural value.
Restoration: The act or process of accurately recovering the form and details of a property
and its setting, as it appeared at a particular period of time, by means of the removal of
later work or by the replacement of missing earlier work.
Ridge: The line at the top of a sloped roof.
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Riser: The vertical face of a stair step.
Roof: The top covering of a building. Following are common types: A
gabled roof has a pitched roof with ridge and vertical ends. A Hipped
roof has sloped ends instead of vertical ends. A Jerkinhead roof (also
called “clipped gable”) has a pitched roof similar to a gabled roof but
with a truncated,or clipped, gable end. Shed roof (lean-to) has one
slope only and is built against a higher wall.

Gabled roof

Sash: The movable framework holding the glass in a window or door.
Scale: The size of structure as it appears to the pedestrian.

Jerkinhead roof

Setting: Setting refers to the physical environment of a historic property.
Shingle: Tile for covering roofs or walls usually of asbestos, asphalt or
wood, cut to standard shapes and sizes.
Shiplap: A kind of boarding or siding in which adjoining boards are
rabbeted along the edge so as to make a flush joint.

Shed roof

Siding: The exterior wall covering of a structure.
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The following Preservation Briefs can be found on the National Park Service website:
http://www.cr.nps.gov/hps/TPS/briefs/presbhom.htm
01: Assessing Cleaning and Water-Repellent Treatments for Historic Masonry Buildings
02: Repointing Mortar Joints in Historic Masonry Buildings
03: Conserving Energy in Historic Buildings
04: Roofing for Historic Buildings
05: The Preservation of Historic Adobe Buildings
06: Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings
07: The Preservation of Historic Glazed Architectural Terra-Cotta
08: Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on Historic Buildings: The Appropriateness of Substitute
Materials for Resurfacing Historic Wood Frame Buildings
09: The Repair of Historic Wooden Windows
10: Exterior Paint Problems on Historic Woodwork
11: Rehabilitating Historic Storefronts
12: The Preservation of Historic Pigmented Structural Glass (Vitrolite and Carrara Glass)
13: The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows
14: New Exterior Additions to Historic Buildings: Preservation Concerns
15: Preservation of Historic Concrete: Problems and General Approaches
16: The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors
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17: Architectural Character – Identifying the Visual Aspects of Historic Buildings as an Aid
to Preserving Their Character
18: Rehabilitating Interiors in Historic Buildings – Identifying Character – Defining
Elements
19: The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs
20: The Preservation of Historic Barns
21: Repairing Historic Flat Plaster - Walls and Ceilings
22: The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stucco
23: Preserving Historic Ornamental Plaster
24: Heating, Ventilating, and Cooling Historic Buildings: Problems and Recommended
Approaches
25: The Preservation of Historic Signs
26: The Preservation and Repair of Historic Log Buildings
27: The Maintenance and Repair of Architectural Cast Iron
28: Painting Historic Interiors
29: The Repair, Replacement, and Maintenance of Historic Slate Roofs
30: The Preservation and Repair of Historic Clay Tile Roofs
31: Mothballing Historic Buildings
32: Making Historic Properties Accessible
33: The Preservation and Repair of Historic Stained and Leaded Glass
34: Applied Decoration for Historic Interiors: Preserving Historic Composition Ornament
35: Understanding Old Buildings: The Process of Architectural Investigation
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36: Protecting Cultural Landscapes: Planning, Treatment and Management of Historic
Landscapes
37: Appropriate Methods of Reducing Lead-Paint Hazards in Historic Housing
38: Removing Graffiti from Historic Masonry
39: Holding the Line: Controlling Unwanted Moisture in Historic Buildings
40: Preserving Historic Ceramic Tile Floors
41: The Seismic Retrofit of Historic Buildings: Keeping Preservation in the Forefront
42: The Maintenance, Repair and Replacement of Historic Cast Stone
43: The Preparation and Use of Historic Structure Reports
44: The Use of Awnings on Historic Buildings: Repair, Replacement and New Design
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Wells-Brown Maintenance Plan
Routine maintenance is a key component to the preservation of any historic building. The
following list included in the appendix is an example of a maintenance plan checklist. The list
includes important components and possible problem locations to be monitored in a historic
structure and inspection intervals (weekly, monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, annual, after a storm)
at which they should be examined. Notes and photos of should be kept with each inspection.

INSPECTION INTERVAL KEY

W – Weekly, M – Monthly, Q – Quarterly, SA – Semi-Annually, A– Annual, ST – after a
Storm, SAT –Satisfactory,
UNSAT – Unsatisfactory
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